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Long Live "The Queen Of Soul" Aretha Franklin------------------

An Act Of
Unnecessary Force?
School System
Plagued By latest
Incident----------------by Trade Reddick
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Unable to control an un
ruly student, ' Pinellas
County school officials are
forced to call for back-up.
Three St. Pete police
officers arrive on the scene
and use handcuffs to sub
due the culprit - a fiveyear-old female at Fairmount Elementary School.
“It saddens me to
know that the police offi
cers felt this was the only
method they could use to
control a little girl,” said
Elihu Brayboy, the director
of St. Petersburg Health
Department’s
Violence
Prevention program.
“There is no way to
justify their behavior. They
rolled up on the scene and
treated that child as if she
had committed a crime and
they were adamant about
taking her in.”
Since the video aired,
.the girl’s mother has re

moved her from Fairmount, and according to
published reports, is possi
bly leaving the state to flee
from the media attention
that has drawn internation
al attention.
Black leaders such as
the Rev. Al Sharpton and
Children’s Defense Fund
Director Marian Wright
Edelman have voiced concem over the incident.
Locally, Darryl Rouson, the president of the
National Association for
the Advancement of Col
ored People, said the or
ganization is hosting a
press conference at Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist
Church at 1:15 p.m. on
Thursday in regard to the
handcuffing of the 40-

pound girl.
“As an organization
unafraid to use agitation or
confrontation through ad
vocacy or civil disobedi
ence, we will try to be
deliberate and not knee
jerk in our response to this
community crisis,” said
Rouson.
He said the NAACP
has learned the lead officer
in the incident is the broth
er of assistant police chief
Luke Williams, who is
black, and should been
more sensitive to the girl’s
plight.
“We have received in
formation that this was not
a racial event and the
teacher acted with great
restraint,” said Rouson,
noting while it appears the
police exercised bad judg
ment, he is going to reserve
comment for now. “We are
going to wait until we get
all the facts before we chal
lenge the school system or
criticize the police.”
The incident - which
occurred on March 14 depicts the child having a
temper tantrum after a
teacher takes away her
jelly beans for disrupting a
math lesson. Her acts of
defiance included knock
ing papers off a bulletin
board and desk and hitting
the vice principal.
Still, many viewing the
videotape felt it was. not a
crime for a kindergartner to
throw a temper tantrum but it is an offense to crim
inalize the behavior.
“There’s no doubt
about it,” said Watson
Haynes, vice chair of
Concerned Organizations

Handcuff
continued on pg. 5
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Is Aretha really ready to bid us farewell?
by Rick Gee
Challenger correspondent
It was billed as her
"Farewell Tour," and it just
might be.
Aretha Franklin held a
concert performance at
Ruth Eckerd Hall on Tues
day, April 19. At first, I
couldn’t possibly conceive
that our Aretha was calling

photos by Radko Keleman
an end to her reign. Oh no,
I thought to myself, "tell
me it just ain’t so." In the
past, I have heard The
Queen of Soul preach, ser
enade, hypnotize, charm,
mesmerize, enchant, be
witch, fascinate, captivate
and supematurally seduce
her enraptured audience of
followers. Well, this was

this concert
st experience
n a live per
il wanted to
tage of being
' Sl‘ thereoncert 1
what early, I
had tl =Z mity to min
gle w = rowd. Much
to mj
ent, it was a
fairly
-^"^nixed -group
of all ~
d ages, and I
imagi
social status.
In a
t time after
arriving,, x- ^appened to
walk past a group of attrac
tive young ladies in the
concert hall gallery. They
were sitting at a table sip

ping drinks and chatting
softly. They looked to be
friendly, so I approached
them and asked if they
would provide me with
some insight into their
interest in Aretha. They
said they were residents of
the city of St. Petersburg,
and had been fans of Aretha
for many years.
The first young lady,
Eva Simmons, stated that
she thought the Queen of
Soul was simply terrific
and has loved her music
since becoming a fan some
30 years ago. Seated next
to her was Alice Marria,
who felt that Aretha was a
legend in her own time.
Listening to her music
for about 15 years, she says
her grandmother had taught
her how to dance on Are
tha’s songs. Next to com
ment about the Queen was
Debra James, who stated
that she was the youngest
in the group and said she

Queen
continued on pg. 5

Fur A Good Causu: Inspiring Speakers Stir
Audience At Besurrectiun Huuse Fundraiser
by Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
ST PETERSBURG Angels come in the form of
friends and mentors. This is
the message that speakers
told more than 500 people
at the eighth annual fund
raiser breakfast for Resur
rection House on April 21.
The General Manager
of International Plaza in
Tampa told the audience
that angels “come in the
form of a friend who will
come and never leave you."
Keynote speaker Aj Jemi
son said she could relate to
the homelessness that fam
ilies at Resurrection House
have experienced. A few
years ago, she lost her
home and possessions in a
fire.
The Chief Executive
Officer for St. Anthony’s
Health Care in St. Peters
burg, Ford N. Kyes said,
"no one succeeds in this
life alone, all of us have an
gels. I have memory of
mentors who helped me
and opened doors." Still, he
said with so many organi
zations doing good, Resur
rection House deserves
support because it is "spe
cial."
Since
downtown
churches created Resurrec
tion House in 1987, it has
given more than 500 home
less families a new begin
ning to become self-suffi-

L-R: Keynote speaker and General Manager of International Plaza, Aj Jemison;
the Chief Executive Officer for St Anthony’s Health Care in St. Petersburg and
President of the Board of Directors of Resurrection House, Ford N. Kyes; and the
President and CEO of Resurrection House, Cynthia Sinclair.
photo by Linda Young

cient. That was the hope
that church members had
when they decided to buy
an apartment building to
provide transitional hous
ing to break the cycle of
poverty for families with
children. They later raised
$2 million to build a new
campus with two-and
thrfce-bedroom apartments
for 19 families.
After the event, the
President and CEO of Res
urrection House explained
that when families arrive,
they "walk into something
that looks like home." Cyn
thia Sinclair said they pro
vide all furniture and
household supplies, as well
as clothing, toys and books
for the children. When
families become self-suffi

cient and graduate from the "because we’re OK" her
program, they take every daughter complained hat
thing with them, "that’s our all their things were burn
gift to them" and the organ ing and Jemison replied,
ization furnishes the apart "it’s just stuff, I’ve got you
in my arms."
ment for the next family.
"Here’s how angels
That kind of extensive
help closely parallels the work," Jemison said. She
help friends provided Jemi was standing in her paja
son after a fire destroyed mas when a cousin and a
friend that her mother had
her possessions.
Jemison said that she called arrived to offer
believed that "an angel places to sleep. The next
woke me" from a nap in day colleagues who were
time to discover her build her size began offering to
ing on fire, get her daughter loan her suits to wear to
out and knock on neighbors work. Another colleague
doors. Her daughter was on who was relocating loaned
the cordless phone talking her their apartment with a
long distance to her grand paid up lease for three
mother until fire reached months, fully furnished and
their apartment and the
Fundraiser
phone went dead. Jemison
continued on pg. 7
said as she thanked God

‘Computer
Handyman’ Gives
McCall’s An Upgrade

photo by Lara Stewart/Neighborhood News Bureau

bv Britt Fenske
Neighborhood News
Bureau
People in the commu
nity know him as the com
puter handyman. Richard
Kearney, 71, is on the com
puter seven days a week,
four to eight hours a day—
usually in McCall’s Family
Restaurant.
Last September, Kear
ney brought four comput
ers to McCall’s, hooked
them up to the Internet and
has since offered free use
to anyone. This is offered
as a community service,
but also is a way to help
draw more customers to
the restaurant and to intro
duce people to an online
business. It might even be a
first step toward starting a
cyber cafe in Midtown,
which Kearney said he
would like to do someday.
"The main purpose is
to introduce people to the
Internet and provide a serv
ice," said Kearney, a retired
IBM computer program
mer. "Right now there is a
good mixture of ages using
the computers, from 10year-olds and up."
Nina Durham, a 16year-old Lakewood High
School student said recent
ly that she comes in almost
every morning to have
breakfast and to do her
homework on a computer.
"Today I have a book
report due, so I came in,"
she said recently. ”1 usually
come in just to look stuff
up on the Internet. I think
these computers are great,
and the restaurant offers
good food."
There is no require

15
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Handyman
continued on pg. 6
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Congrats to a few special FAMU

grads!...see pg. 8
Death Penalty for sniper John Allen

Muhammad...see pg. 9
Interfaith organization expects over
1,000 for pre-K summit...see PS-12

Treazure and Erkskine:
Troubled children or a troubled school systemP

see page 4

ment to buy something to
eat and no time limit; print
ing is free, but not for
unlimited pages.
Grady McCall, who
owns the restaurant (off of
Dr. Martin Luther King
Street and 22nd Street
South), sees the addition of
the computers as good for
his business.
"People come in and
ask about the computers,
and I tell them, ‘Yeah
they’re free to use,’"
McCall said. "It’s the first
restaurant in Midtown to
have computers in it like
this, and I think it will
bring in good business."
Each of the computers
has Microsoft Office soft
ware, which includes word
processing and other pro
grams. All four are hooked
to a network that allows
them to be signed on to
high-speed Internet service
and are available during
restaurant hours: Monday
through Friday, 6 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Saturday 6 a.m. to
noon; and Sunday 6 a.m. to
5 p.m.
As a side business,
Kearney also offers to
teach people how to invest
in an online enterprise that
he said would enable them
to set up their own homebased business using the
computer.
Kearney said he ob
tained the computers by
trading his technical ser
vices for them. He had
helped some friends buy
new computers, and they
gave him their old ones. He

Don't Miss Midtown's "Deuces"
Tour and Feet on the Street Photo

11-13
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
‘One Mo' Time’ To
End WBTT Season
SARASOTA- A s the
final show of its season
Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe (WBTT) will be
presenting "One MoTime." This New Orleans
jazz musical with songs in
cluding "Darktown Strut
ters Ball", "After You've
Gone" and "One Mo'
Time" keeps audience bop
ping along! Its sound can
be best described as a mix
of soul, country and R&B.
"One Mo’ Time" had a
three year run Off-Broadway in 1979, then trans
ferred to Broadway and
was revived to acclaim in
the 2002 Broadway Sea
son. Audiences "rocked the
rafters and danced in the
aisles" to thrilling dancing
on-stage
of old-time
1920's Black Vaudeville
featuring sizzling rendi
tions of the Charleston, the
Black Bottom and the
Cakewalk,
Hot Time in
the Old Town Tonight"
best describes what audi
ences experience.
Astutely
mixing

"A

known and lesser known
songs "One Mo’ Time" is a
hybrid of musical theater
that includes such stan
dards as "Dark Town Strut
ters Ball," "Tiger Rag," t
he bluesy "He's .Funny
That Way " and "After
You've Gone" as well as
some less well known
numbers. WBTT is de
lighted to finally bring the
show to delight Sarasota
audiences and to leave
them singing "One Mo’
Time."
The Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe’s "One
Mo' Time" runs May 26 June 4 at the Gompertz
Theatre (1247 First Street).
The show times include:
Eves. 7:30 p.m., Thurs. Sat., May 26 - 28; Tues. Sat., May 31, April 1-4;
Matinees 3 p.m., Sat. and
Sun., May 28 and 29;
Tickets $23 (student
and grdup rates available.
For tickets and informa
tion, call the Backlot
Ticket Line at (941) 3639300.

Free Tickets For Tracy
Jazz Club Of Sarasota May
Kidder’s May Appearances
Events---------------------------------------munity Center, 803 N. Ta
• Friday, May 6,2 p.m.
Now Available At All Libraries
Free advance tickets
for Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Tracy Kidder’s ap
pearances in Sarasota and
Venice on May 25 and 26
are now available at all Sa
rasota County Libraries
and Sarasota News and
Books. The tickets are
available on a first-come,
first-served basis; limit four
tickets per request.
As part of this year’s
One Book, One Commun
ity celebration, Kidder will
speak at 2 and 7 p.m. Wed
nesday, May 25 at Holley
Hall in the Beatrice Fried
man Symphony Center, Sa
rasota; and at 2 p.m. Thurs
day, May 26 at Church of
the Nazarene, Venice.
Leading up to these events,
county libraries will host
discussions about the book,
"Mountains Beyond Moun
tains." Discussions current
ly scheduled include:
• Gulf Gate Public Li
brary, 2 p.m., Monday,
May 9 (7112 Curtiss Ave.,

Sarasota)
• Venice Public Libra
ry, 2 p.m., Thursday, May
12 (300 S. Nokomis Ave.,
Venice)
• Selby Public Library,
2 p.m., Tuesday, May 17
(1331 First St., Sarasota)
• Elsie Quirk Public Li
brary, 10 a.m., Wednesday,
May 18 (100 W. Dearborn
St., Englewood)
• Jacaranda Public Li
brary, 2 p.m., Wednesday,
May 18 (4143 Woodmere
Park Blvd., Venice)
• North Sarasota Public
Library, 3 p.m., Monday,
May 23 (2801 Newtown
Blvd., Sarasota)
The book discussions
are scheduled to last be
tween 60 and 90 minutes.
Additional events related to
"Mountains
Beyond
Mountains" will be an
nounced in the next few
weeks.
Each year the Sarasota
County Library System
presents One Book, One

Community, a series of
events that encourages
everyone in Sarasota Coun
ty to read and discuss the
same book. This year’s
events, including Kidder’s
appearances, are being
sponsored by the William
G. Selby and Marie Selby
Foundation (in commemo
ration of its 50th anniver
sary, "Celebrating a Tapes
try of Giving") and by Sar
asota County Libraries.
Kidder’s appearances are
being arranged by Sarasota
News and Books.
"Mountains Beyond
Mountains" tells the story
of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Har
vard-educated physician
who works to fights disease
and poverty in Haiti. He is
a founder of Partners in
Health, which sleeks med
ical solutions for people in
poor countries who often
suffer from preventable and
treatable diseases.
Copies of "Mountains
Beyond Mountains" are

Jazz at Two featuring Jim
Brenner at the Bayfront
Community Center, 803 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Admission $3 for Jazz
Club members; $6 for non
members.
• Friday, May 13, 2
p.m. Jazz at Two featuring
Booker Middle School Big
Band at the Bayfront Com
munity Center, 803 N. Ta
miami Trail, Sarasota. Ad
mission $3 for Jazz Club
members; $6 for non
members.
• Saturday, May 14, 2
p.m. Jazz Jam with vocalist

available at all Sarasota
County Libraries and at
Sarasota News & Books,
1341 Main St., Sarasota. To
find out more visit any
Sarasota County Library,
log on to the library sys
tem’s Web site at sclibs.net,
or call the Sarasota County
Call Center at (941) 8615000 and ask about One

club.
OF SARASOTA

and drummer Patty Dean
and trombonist Herb Bruce
during the second half .of
the program and a jazz jam
that is open to all musi
cians during the first hour
at the Bayfront Commu
nity Center, 803 N. Tamia
mi Trail, Sarasota. Admis
sion $3 for Jazz Club mem
bers; $6 for non-members.
• Friday, May 20, 2
p.m. Jazz at Two featuring
Bob Doran Bebop and Be
yond at the Bayfront Corn-

miami Trail, Sarasota. Ad
mission $3 for Jazz Club
members; $6 for nonmembers.
• Friday, May 27, 2
p.m. Jazz at Two at the
Bayfront Community Cen
ter, 803 N. Tamiami Trail,
Sarasota.
Admission $3
for Jazz Club members; $6
for non-members.
For additional infor
mation about the Jazz Club
and its programs, please
call (941) 366-1552 or visit
www.jazzclubsarasota.com

Book, One Community.

“We hold these
truths to be
self-evident
that all men
are created
equal/'
- The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS
“The Deuces” - The
Historic 22nd Street
South Corridor-------ST. PETERSBURG Once upon a time, The
Deuces, so-called because
of the double 2’s in “22nd
Street,” was the vibrant
heart of St. Petersburg’s
African-American com
munity. In its day, accord
ing to the St. Petersburg
Times, “22nd St. S. was
considered one of the na
tion’s African-American
main streets, a smaller ver
sion of such promenades as
Atlanta’s Sweet Auburn
and Beale Street in Mem
phis.”
In the early 1960’s,
more than one hundred
businesses lined the street,
with the Royal Movie
Theater at 10th Ave. and
Mercy Hospital in the 1300
block being among the
most important structures.
As time went by,
though, things changed for
The Deuces. Various fac
tors led to the closing of
the theater and the hospi
tal, along with many of the
businesses. Recently, how
ever, 22nd Street has been
targeted for much-needed
redevelopment, along with
the rest of the Midtown
area. The 22nd Street Re
development Corporation
is providing the leadership
for the recreation of the
area.
Currently, the corridor

has received several presti
gious awards. The Royal
Theater was honored With
the title “Outstanding Re
habilitation Project” for
the year 2004 by the Flori
da Department of State,
and Mercy Hospital was
recently . awarded “Out
standing Re-Hab Project”
by the National Associa
tion of Industrial and
Office Properties, Tampa
Bay Chapter.
The tour of The
Deuces will acquaint those
with both the history and
the hoped-for future of this
culturally important and
very interesting area.
r--------------------------------------------------------- ,
i
i

A tour is planned
for Thursday,
May 19,
j 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. j

Meet Sheryl Miller
Harvey, manager of the
22nd Street Redevelop
ment Corporation, for a
talk about the project. Af
ter a tour of the historic
corridor, the group will re
turn to the Royal Theater
for lunch.
Departure is from the
CEC lounge. Cost (mem
bers $29, non-membersj
$49) includes transporta
tion, tour, and lunch.

Thinking about Selling?
Call for your FREE Market
Atiafysis

Cheryl Parker
REALTOR'

Milts First, Inc.
8601 4th Street North

St. Petersburg, Florida 33702
Business (727) 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246

Cell (727) 798-5324

email: Cheryl.parker©c2l .com
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Public Invited to Feet on the
Street Midtown Photo Hop
April 30--------------- ---------- ?
ST. PETERSBURG The Midtown Arts Com
mittee will present the first
Feet oh the Street Midtown
Photo Hop on Saturday,
April 30, from 5 to 8 p.m.,
starting at the Royal Thea
ter, 1011 22nd St. S. The
public is invited to "help
celebrate Midtown photo
graphically" and will have
the opportunity to view
nearly 120 photographs
taken by members of the
community — amateurs,
professionals and youth
photographers earlier this
year.
The Photo Hop starts at
the Royal Theater, at 1011
22nd St. S., with seven
other local businesses par
ticipating. A list of the
other locations will be

available at the Royal The
ater during the event. Free
trolley service will be
available.
In February, photogra
phers of all skill levels —
amateurs, students and
professionals — participat
ed in the three-day com
munity photo project to
capture the spirit and es
sence, the people and
places of Midtown St. Pet
ersburg. Midtown encom
passes a 5.5-square mile
area in St. Petersburg be
tween Fourth and 34th
Streets, and from Second
Ave. N. to 30th Aye. S. The
Feet on the Street Midtown
Photo Project was design
ed to gather the community
together to create a docu
mentary portrait of life in

Midtown and to celebrate
the rich history of one of
our city's most historically
significant neighborhoods.
''We anticipate photos
from this project will be
come a part of a living his
tory of Midtown, present
ing its rich history and fea
turing local businesses,
generations of families and
the historic 22nd Street S.
District," said Deputy Ma
yor for Midtown Economic
Development Goliath J.
Davis III.
Feet on the Street is
sponsored by the city of St.
Petersburg, Progress Ener
gy, the Royal Theater Boys
& Girls Clubs, The St. Pet
ersburg Times and The Arts
Center of St. Petersburg.

‘St. Petersburg Times’
Launches Education Web-Log
PINELLAS COUNTY
- "The Classroom," a sptimes.com web log on edu
cation, is off to a fast start.
Clayton Wilcox, the Pinel
las County superintendent
of schools, is the host for
this online discussion on
the "St. Petersburg Times"
Web site (www.sptimes.
com/classroom). Wilcox
has commented on con
trolled choice, the county’s
alternative to court-ordered
desegregation; on the qual
ity of the high schools; on
transportation services and
student safety.
Since March 13, The
Classroom’s first day, more
than 1,700 responses have
been posted. Here’s a sam
pling:
On April 22, after sptimes.com posted a video of
a 5-year-old student, being

handcuffed by police, Wil
cox
wrote:
"Today
(4/22/05) the St. Pete Times
and most of the local
media are running a video
tape of police handcuffing
a kindergarten .student at
one of our schools. While
it is very difficult to watch
on the surface - given the
age of the child and a num
ber of other factors, there
were circumstance "in
forming" the incident that I
can not go into here due to
both student and employee
privacy concerns.
"I am interested in
both your reactions to the
video (available on the
Times website) and sugges
tions that you might have
for dealing with student
discipline at the school
house - absent the use of
physical force or interven-

lion by the police."
Within 24 hours, his
message prompted almost
400 comments.
The Classroom is sptimes.com’s first web log
hosted by an outside
source. Kevin McGeever,
the Times’ online city edi
tor, said: "We were looking
for an issue that would at
tract participation. In Pi
nellas County, one of the
nation’s largest school dis
tricts, public education is
in a critical moment jis it
emerges from court-order
ed desegregation."
Wilcox, the first-year
superintendent, has been a
willing host, McGeever
said. "The superintendent
is web-sawy and interest
ed in keeping in touch with
his constituents. He posts
at least twice a week and

Free Health Screenings
Offered For Women-------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- In honor of National
Cover the Uninsured
Week, Community Health
Centers of Pinellas ispleased to be offering Free
Breast Screenings for
women of all ages. Wom
en aged 50-64 may be eli
gible for a free pap smear
and mammogram. Stop in

during one of the times be
low:
• Tuesday, May 3,
8:30 - 11:30 a.m., Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center,
1344 22nd Street South, St.
Petersburg, (727)' 8216701
• Wednesday, May 4,
8:30 - 11:30 a.m., Commu
nity Health Centers at Pi

nellas Park, 6237 66th
Street North, Pinellas Park,
(727) 544-2284
• Wednesday, May 4,
10 a.m. -2 p.m., Commu
nity Health Centers at Tar
pon Springs, 301 South
Disston Avenue, Tarpon
Springs, (727) 944-3828

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers
Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
A Firm Handling All Accident, Injury 8i Death Claims,
Premises Liability, Slip & Falls & Medical Malpractice
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
TWO SEPARATE
BIRTHDATE
CELEBRANTS
were joyous occasions
for them and guests. The
first of the two parties were
for a very dear person,
Mattie Howard, who cele
brated her ‘86’ natal day at
Red Lobster with Alvin
and Cynthia Bums, Betty
Bunch
and
Venseta
Anthony. The celebration
was a big treat for Mattie,
who is a little less fit now
than in time gone by, but
she is an inspiration to us
all.
The dinner was very
pleasing, the atmosphere
was great, and Mattie
received gifts and congrats
from her well-wishers.
***

Nydia Powell

LET’S HEAR IT FOR
NYDIA
Happy Birthdate to
you! April 16th, Nydia
Powell’s family members
and friends celebrated her
fifth birthdate at a party
given at French Villa.
Nydia is a student at
French Villa Head Start.
Enjoying the happy
occasion were her mother,
Roshinda Powell, her
grandmother Betty Bunch,
Mattie Howard, Dwayne
Mims, Towanna Mims,
Diane Gil and several oth
ers who joined in the fun.
Happy Birthdate Nydia!
***

Al McCoy
TAKE A GOOD LOOK
AT THE PICTURE
Nice, huh?

Now read all about
him. Al McCoy, a product
of our town, presently lives
in Tallahassee, but recently
spent five enjoyable days
in our fair city. He houseguested with his nephew
and wife, Reggie and
Renea Oliver, who live in
the 36th Street South dis
trict.
During his stay here,
Al and other distributors of
the Tahitian Noni Juice
Company made a wellplanned and well-attended
Tahitian Noni presentation
at the Olivers’ home.
According to a family
member, Al attributes his
healthy outlook, energy
and zest for life in part to
TNJ juice. Doesn’t he look
amazing? Isn’t he a hunk?
The 77-year-old says he
not only looks good, he
feels good and plays golf
four to five times a week.
If you are interested in
learning more about this
juice, you may call my
phone number, (727) 8236092. You might be glad
you did.
***
NOW A BIT OF
HUMOR
At the wake, the
woman told her priest that
ever since she was a child,
she and her father had dis
cussed life after death.
They had agreed that who
ever went first would try to
contact the other. They had
discussed it again only two
weeks before his death.
He died in her home,
and a few hours later, the
smoke alarm in her garage
went off. She had lived
there for 28 years and it
had never gone off before.
She didn’t know how to
stop it and had to call the
security company that
installed it.
The next morning, the
smoke alarm sounded
again, and the reason final
ly dawned on her. She said
aloud, “Okay, Dad, I
missed the signal yester
day, but I’ve got it now.
Thanks for letting me
know you’re safe on the
other side. Now turn the
dam thing off so I don’t
have to call the security
company again!” And it
went off!
She
immediately
called her priest to relay
the good news. His
response: “Dear, if every
time your father sends you
a message, he sets off die
smoke alarm, just where
do you think he is calling
from?”
***

STAY LOOSE!

Treazure And Erskine:
Victims Of Troubled
Discipline In Our Schools?
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Janice Arthur was not sur
prised by a videotape de
picting a 5-year-old stu
dent at Fairmount Ele
mentary School being ar
rested and handcuffed by
police officers.
"Black kids are mis
treated every day in Pi
nellas County schools,”
she said.
Arthur recently filed a
complaint with the Florida
Department of Education
against educators at Tyrone
Elementary School, who
she says routinely harass
her grandchildren, Trea
zure Kitchen and Erskine
Cross.
She has a stack of re
ferrals to back the allega
tions she cited that includ
ed:
• Both Treazure and
Erskine were accused by
Tyrone administrators of
stealing. School officials
referred the incident to the
state attorney's office,
which has recommended
she attend a Juvenile Arbitrition Program. Arthur
does not want her to be
come part of the criminal
justice system.
• Treazure being sus
pended for choking a class
mate, although she denied
the incident. The victim
recently confessed Trea
zure was merely hugging
her but she was told by a
teacher to say Treazure
choked her.
• Children being al
lowed to hit Treazure, but
when she retaliates, she is
the only one disciplined.
Last week, she was hit in
the head with a rock.
• A teacher using pro
fanity in the classroom.
• Administrators alleg
edly telling Treazure to
enroll in another school.
• Erskine, who has cerebal palsy, being forced to
wear wet clothes all day
after being caught in a
downpour while walking
from one building to an
other during a recent rain
storm.
• Erskin being forced
to participate in a regular
physical education class
where he is made to run
laps despite notes from his
physician stating it is caus
ing discomfort and pain in
his legs.
• A teacher calling
Erskine a monkey in front
of his classmates.
Arthur has relied on a
cadre of community lead
ers to accompany her or

Treazure Kitchen
make calls on her behalf in
this case. They include
NAACP Director Darryl
Rouson, Retired Educator
Adelle Jemison, Rev.
Preston Leonard and Rev.
Alvin Miller and KIN
FOLKS, an agency that
advocates for black chil
dren in foster care and kin
ship care arrangements.
"They say they want
black parents to get more
involved in the schools and
that's what I'm doing,”
Arthur said "But, it's like
I'm being punished be
cause I am questioning the
way they are treating my
grandchildren."
Not so, said Area III
Superintendent Michael
Bissette, who does not
believe Arthur’s grandchil
dren are being targeted by

from the discipline equa
tion, he said.
On a recent visit to Ty
rone, Bissette observed
Erskine in the classroom.
Other than being fidgety,
the boy was not disruptive,
he said.
Arthur explained Er
skine’s leg brace causes his
leg to cramp and she has
asked teachers to allow
him to stretch, but they
want him to remain seated.
Texas A&M Professor
Gwendolyn Webb-Johnson
raised a similar point dur
ing a recent conference at
the University of South
Florida focusing on the
black family and child.

Erskine Cross

"Our kids, are social
ized to be vibrant,” said
Webb-Johnson. "They are

Tyrone teachers. "They are

taught from a young age to

not all bad people,” he
said.
"Teachers don’t
choose a career in educa
tion to pick on kids.”
Nevertheless, Bissette
noted preliminary investi
gations into Arthur’s alle
gations revealed a Tyrone
teacher admitting to calling
Erskine a monkey. He has
since been disciplined, along with another teacher
who used profanity in the
classroom.
"It was not the worse
of swear Words,” said Bis
sette, noting the other inci
dents outlined by Arthur
are under investigation.
Meanwhile, a break
down in communication
between Arthur and Tyrone
officials is evident, Bis
sette said. "It’s not working
and we have to figure out
how to fix it,” he said.
Part of the problem
could be that Arthur no
longer trusts Tyrone teach
ers and is relying too
much on what her grand
children are saying, Bis
sette explained.
On the flipside, there is
a top administrator at Ty
rone who is determined "to
teach these kids how to be
have,” and she has been
asked to remove herself

move and shake. But when
they go to school they are
told to shut up, sit down
and don’t move.”
Webb-Johnson stated
black children are victims
of racial profiling in the
classroom and schools
need to adopt a "culturally
responsible pedagory.”
"It’s different teaching
Moesha, Tameka, Pokey
and Boo-boo,” added AME
Bishop Vashti McKenzie.
"You cannot develop the
same game plan for Pokey
as you do for Myrum,
Hyrum and William and
Byrum. You have to take
our kids from’ where they
are before you take them to
where you want them to
go”
. That’s all Arthur wants
for her grandchildren
Although Bissette be
lieves it may be in her
grandchildren’s best inter
est to enroll them at a dif
ferent school, Arthur be
lieves they have a right to
remain at Tyrone.
"Treazure is a strong
girl,” Arthur concluded.
"She may be the one that
can stand there and take it
so that other people can see
how black kids are being
mistreated at Tyrone."

Need Money For College?

We Can Help!
Call

|

EDUCATED FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
at (727) 865-3688
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1-877-977-3374, ext. 104 or 105

Linda Mobley
President

The History of Jazz
(Part II)-------------- —
This is the second part
of my series on The His
tory of Jazz. If you, as a
jazz fan, wish to contribute
to the subject of jazz histo
ry, arid would like to see it
mentioned in this column,
please write to me at the
address below. It would be
interesting to hear what
you have to say about this
wonderful and intriguing
art form. Perhaps there are
some of you who would
like to share stories about
years ago, when jazz was
in its’ hey day here in St.
Petersburg...times when
jazz musicians such as
Duke Ellington, BB King,
Louis Armstrong and
Dizzy Gillespie visited St.
Petersburg and performed
in the heart of our commu
nity at The Manhattan
Casino.
For those of you who
still like to get out and lis
ten to live jazz, there are
several venues in the Tam
pa Bay area that cater to
jazz fans. Look in the en
tertainment section of your
local newspapers during
the week and during the
weekend. You’re sure to
find something to satisfy
your personal tastes in jazz
music.
Last week, we touched
on the beginning of jazz
and how it began to slowly
evolve. Originally this
music was not called
"Jazz."
Neither Louis
Armstrong
nor
King
Oliver ever thought to in
quire what it was that they
were playing. It was sim
ply that they were feeling
this music very deeply.
They realized if they were
going to be professional
musicians, this was the
kind of music they wanted
to play. Also, these men
who chose to play this new
type of music had to be
extremely dedicated. De
dication and perseverance
was necessary, because
back in those days, jazz
was considered a "sin." At
the time, most of society
considered jazz to be sinful
music, and those musi-

"...there was an entertain
ing variety, a constant and
exhilarating novelty, it was
an endless invention in
turning, bowing, arm
swinging, posturing and
leaping of the many
dancers. Rhythmic drum
mers bestrode their drums
and other musicians sat
around them in an arc,
cross-legged
on
the
ground."
One of the main instru
ments played dining the
celebrations in Congo
Square was the gourd. It is
a melon shaped vegetable,
hollowed out, and then
dried for several days in
the sun. When properly
prepared, it is then partly
filled with stone pebbles or
grains of com and shaken
to create a unique sound.
Other performers rang tri
angles and some players
would twang Jews Harps,
which all together resulted
in an astonishing amount
of sound. Another strange
instrument used to create
musical sounds was the
jawbone of an ox, horse or
mule, which would be
rapped rhythmically along
its weather beaten teeth.
Nevertheless, the grand in
strument of them all was
the almighty banjo.
By the 1830’s, the
Sunday afternoon happen
ing in Congo Square had
become a popular and ma

cians who played that type
of music were scorned and
looked down upon.
Jazz has its’ roots
deeply entrenched in the
Deep South, by way of
West Africa, thereby draw
ing its strength from many
cultures. And, it has been
doing so for more one hun
dred years. When some
one writes or speaks about
the History of Jazz, they
must share with their read
ers or listeners that it is a
story of creative artists
who invented a new music
in a process that made it
what it is today. It is a mu
sic mix that became jazz
when African slaves were
taken to the Caribbean and
brought into contact with
European religions and
culture. All of the courtly
sounds of Western divine
music bore no resemblance
to what the slaves were ac
customed to hearing.
However, they were able to
find subtle differences, and
a mixture of the music
began to form.
As young students of jor attraction. On one such
history, ,we learned from occasion a transplanted
our history books that New European couple brought
Orleans was the gateway to their young son, Maurice
America for the prospering Marreau Gottshalk to the
slave trade from the square. He watched and
Caribbean. It was in this listened attentively to the
city that cross culture as slaves perform. The young
similation seemed to boy never forgot what he
thrive. Residents of the had heard. In the follow
city and visitors alike-told ing decade, having studied
stories about the many piano and composition in
Sunday afternoons, when Paris, and becoming Amer
slaves were permitted to ica’s first international
congregate in the City concert hall favorite,
Square. Here the slaves Gottshalk thrilled audi
took advantage of being ences with the sounds that
able to express their frus echoed what he had heard
trations and pain by cele in Congo Square. His
brating for a few hours 1851 composition "The
through an extraordinary Banjo” hinted at things to
and passionate ritual of come a half century later.
***
music and dance...such as
Jazz Fans - do you
this continent had never
have any feedback? I
before witnessed.
The City Square where would like to hear from
all of this took place YOU! Mail your com
became widely known as ments to Rick Gee’s Jazz
"Congo Square," and is Jamm c/o The Weekly
where the seeds of jazz Challenger, 2500 ML King
were first planted. Picture St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
this scene, as it was de 33705.
scribed by an eye witness,

Urban League Offers College
Scholarships--------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Urban League, in conjunc
tion with Anheuser-Busch
Companies, will award
scholarships to four local
high
school
students
through the company’s
Urban Scholarship Pro
gram. St. Petersburg-area
high school students, se
lected by the Pinellas Ur
ban League, will each
receive $2,500 to attend

the college or university of
their choice. Eligible stu
dents must have a minimum 2.0 GPA with a "C"
average, demonstrate fi
nancial need and partici
pate in extracurricular or
community service activi
ties. Applications are avail
able at the Urban League
Headquarters at 333-31st
St. N. The deadline is 5
p.m. on Friday, April 29,
2005.

The Pinellas County
Urban League has a long
history of community
involvement and encour
ages young people to strive
for higher education in
order to achieve economic
and
social
equality.
Interested applicants may
contact Sandra Parker at
(727) 327-2081 for further
information.

There Is A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger!

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Queen
from front page

loved Aretha’s music, and
-that this was her second
time seeing Aretha in con
cert. Closing our conversa
tion about Aretha, Mrs. Ida
Huggins said that she
loved all of Aretha’s
music, and most of her
times had given inspiration
, tp her life. When asked
.which one of Aretha’s
. f tunes gave her life the most'
inspiration, she claimed it
was, "Chain of Fools." That
did it! Bursting into laugh
ter, the ladies couldn’t hold
it any longer. Five minutes
later, I could still hear
them laughing as I entered
the auditorium. It didn’t
take me long to realize that
the ladies were enjoying an
inside joke.
Opening the show for
Aretha was Tampa Bay’s
own Fred Johnson. Ac) companying Fred was
; James Crumly on piano,
Batty SkeeLs kicking it on
conga drums, and a talented and beautiful imported
violinist from Cuba, Ms.
D^yren Santamaria de
lighting the audience with
her playing. However, say
what you will about the
aforementioned instrument
combination, but I and
most of the audience
would have preferred that
Fred and Company were
the headliner. Aretha, her
orchestra, organist, tam
bourine player, four back. ground vocalists and ten
dancers should have done
the opening. Only two of
JFred’s selections require
j^y^£9giment.iEyety song j
j .Fj-edi^apg was, what the
s, kids would say "off the
. hook." Two of his tunes
that stood out were "Sum
mertime" and "My Funny
Valentine." After Fred
sings these two tunes,
other vocalists should
wrap it up. If you’re ever at
a Fred Johnson concert and
he asks for requests, you
won’t go wrong in asking
for either' of these two
tunes.
On "Valentine," Fred
ended with a note that he
held so long that the audi
ence 3 ,gtgtfed,,,, flapping,
yelling,,.actually scream(1ing,,and whistling. Awelldeserved standing ovation
was his reward. This tal
ented vocalist is also artistt in-residence at the Tampa
Performing Arts Center
and, in the near future, I
hppe to do a Fred Johnson
profile. He is one fine
vocalist who deserves a lot
more recognition than he’s
receiving at present. Not a
"diamond in the rough" is
he, but a true-to-life gen
uine gem.
Just before Aretha ap
peared, disc jockey Mar

velous Marvin of Radio
Station 104.7 FM an
nounced that Ruth Eckerd
Hall would like to wel
come "The Queen of Soul"
- the audience went simply
wild with ear aching ap
plause. For Queen Aretha
and her past performances,
I imagine she was entitled
to this show of respect (no
pun intended). Before she
actually appeared oh stage,
her backup vocalists sang a
medley of her, old hits.
Then the Queen appeared,
and the entire audience
stood yelling and applaud
ing, appearing to be in awe
of her majesty. Most of the
songs that she sang, I could
not understand the lyrics.
It may have been the sound
system or her delivery but
the only thing I was enjoy
ing was the funky beat. I
would imagine all was fine
for those who were famil
iar with the song and
words.
During the perform
ance, there were many out
bursts of affection. On sev
eral occasio’ns, someone
shouted "Aretha, I love
you!" and "Aretha, you’re
the Queen!" Once; she
responded "I love you,
too," and the audience
went wild. In front of their
seats, there were many
fans dancing and shaking
whatever they were able to
shake. One young lady in a
green dress, sitting two
rows in front of me was up
and down so often, I felt
sorry for her male compan
ion. He seemed a bit more
reserved than she was and
at one time, I watched her
perform "The Bump" with
his hip, as he simply stood
in place. There were many
more dancers in the audi
ence seemingly enjoying
the funky beat of the
orchestra.
Finally, towards the
end of i Aretha’s perform
ance, I was able to identify
and enjoy some of her old
hits, such as "Respect,"
"Call Me," "Chain of
Fools," and "A NaturalWoman." However, it was
the end for me, so when I
was able to determine that
Aretha was going to sing
maybe only one or two
more songs, I made an
early exit to beat the
crowd. On the way back to
St, Petersburg, I wondered
if this was truly going to be
• farewell for the Queen. I
hope not because I’d like
to see her end with a con
cert that truly knocks her
fans for a loop. Neverthe
less, whatever Aretha does,
she will always be known
either as Lady Soul or The
Queen of Soul.
Long Live The Queen
and God Bless Aretha!

$$$5O Million to Lend this Month$$$

REFINANCE NOW$$$
LET US SAY YES!!!
• LOWER YOUR RATE •
• CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBTS AND
SAVE THOUSANDS •
• ELIMINATE HIGH INTEREST CREDIT CARDS •
• BRUISED CREDIT/BK-OK SELF-EMPLOYED OK •
• FREE MORTGAGE ANALYSIS •
CALL FOR YOUR SAVINGS NOW
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THE ART OF
LIVIN'

The ‘Weekly Challenger’
Congratulates These Juniors - They
Are Outstanding Ebony Scholars!
Honor Roll, band, a volun
teer at the YMCA and an
active member of Domin
ican Worship Ministries.
Asmau resides with
her mother, Sylvia D.
Jackson Umar.

Asmau A. Umar

Asmau A. Umar at
tends Lakewood High
School’s Center for Ad
vanced Technologies: After
graduation, she plans to
attend either Howard or
Hampton University and
pursue a major in pharma
cy and pediatric surgery.
She is a member of the
Student Government Asso
ciation, the Multicultural
Advisory Committee, the
prom committee, the

Handcuff

from front page

for Quality Education for
Black Students. “The
child’s behavior warranted
some action. The question
is whether or not that was
the best way for them to
handle the,situation.”
At CQQEB’s May 4th
meeting featuring School
Board Member Mary
Brown, members plan to
address the handcuffing
incident.
“We want to know
what the rule is for police
officers to be called onto a
campus to defuse a situa
tion,” Haynes demanded.
‘‘We want to know where
the responsibility of the
school personnel ends and
the role of the police
department begins.”
It’s a thin line that
school administrators do
not make a habit of cross
ing, said Area HI Super
intendent Micheal Besette.
‘There is no policy. It’s

Arc
you
interested
in writing
for The
Weekly
Challenger

or becom
ing one of
our
photogra
phers?
If so,
please stop
hy the
office
or call us
at
(727)
896-2922!

pursue a major in musical
theatre.
She is a member of
AKA Exquisite Gems,
Thespian Honor Society,
Teen Faith in Action/Hospice, the LINK crew and
the Gibbs Gospel Choir.
Rosharra resides with
her
mother,
Sharon
Francis.

School- Pinellas County
Center for the Arts. After
graduation, she plans to
attend Florida State Uni
versity and major in speech
communications.
She is a member of the
LEO Club, LINK crew,
Doorway Scholars College
Reach Out Program, the
Multicultural Club, a Stu
dent Advisory Board repre
sentative, the National
Honor Society, and the
Thespian Club.
Brittany resides with
her mother, Lesley major.

Rosharra Francis
Rosharra Francis is a
junior at Gibbs High
School - Pinellas County
Center for the Arts. After
graduation, she plans to
attend Yale University and

Brittany K. Major is
a junior at Gibbs High

really a judgment call,”
Besette said in regard to
district procedure for sum
moning the St. Petersburg
Police
Department
(SPPD).
Besette »said Fairmount, like many of Pi
nellas County’s elementary
schools, does not have an
on-site School Resource
Officer (SRO). There
weren’t any SROs avail
able at the time of the inci
dent, so the officers from
SPPD were called to the
scene.
By the time officers
arrived, the videotape
showed the child had calm
ed down. She began to
scream when confronted
by officers who seconds
later handcuffed her.
Fairmount personnel
“had a hands off ap
proach,” Besette noted.
“They dealt with the child
on a one-on-one basis.
When law enforcement
arrived, it became their jur
isdiction.”

There is a police policy
allowing officers to hand
cuff minors - the question
is whether it was warranted
in this case. "It’s under
internal review and we are
not going to talk about it
until after the review,” said.
George Kajpsa, a SPPD
public information officer.
While the department’s
lips are sealed, it has not
kept others from talking
about the police reaction to
the little girl behaving
badly.
“Kids brat out all the
time. That’s part of the
privilege of being a kid,”
said Loretta Ross, the
founder and National Co
ordinator of SisterSong
Women of Color Repro
ductive Health Collective.
“To criminalize a child
because of someone else’s
inadequacies in handling
her...” Ross discussed the
Fairmount incident during
her speech at an event
sponsored by Planned
Parenthood last Saturday at

Brittany K. Major

Eckerd College.
“If that had been a lit
tle white girl, that never
would have happened.
What message does that
send to that child - and to
all children?” retorted
Planned Parenthood Direc
tor of Education Marilyn
Anderson, who asked what
could she, as a white par
ent, do about- the incident.
Ross urged Anderson,
and other outraged whites,
to make their opinions
known by writing editori
als and contacting school
board members
“If the voices are not
coming from those who are
considered the usual sus
pects, it serves up more
credibility,” Ross conclud
ed. “It’s sad, but true.
White people are given
more credibility when they
say something is wrong
than when it is coming
from black people who are
actually experiencing it.”

lVtl j|.

by Norman E. Jones II
(727) 895 - 4126
It is hard to believe it
has been 30 years since I
traveled to the centennial
running of the Kentucky
Derby in Louisville, Ken
tucky in 1975. When I ar
rived at the famed Churc
hill Downs race track, I
parked my car near the
track. I was surprised to
find African-Americans
parking cars in their front,
side and back yards. The
track is located in the cen
ter of that city’s historic
African-American com
munity.
Later, I found out why
the track was built where it
was.
My research informed
me of the following facts:
(1) During the mid-eightteen hundreds, Negroes
were among the best train
ers and'jockeys. (2) Ne
groes groomed the horses,
built the track and main
tained the grounds. (3) The
track was built where
black folks lived for con
venience. (4) Some Ne
groes: even owned their
own race-horses and held’
their own races in the field
that would become the site,
of Churchill Downs years
before the initial running
of the Kentucky Derby.
As the ‘05 running of
the most famous two-min
utes in sports nears (Satur
day, May 7), I feel this is a
good time to inform you of
some of greatest jockeys in
Derby history. .Of course,
the best jockeys were
Black Americans. They
dominated the sport for
forty years. They were
identified as the best all
around
horsemen
in
America.
One of the best-known

Negro jockeys in the world
of championship racing
was Isaac Murphy. Mur
phy was considered the
greatest jockey in the early)
days of the Kentucky Der
by. He won the K-Derby
1884.1n 1890 and 1891, he
became the first jockey to)
win two consecutive races
at Churchill Downs. His
record of three wins was
not broken for forty years.
Murphy also won four
of the first five American
Derbys in Washington
Park in Chicago from 1884
to 1889. He only lost on
two races in fifty-one
mounts. His winning per
centage was an astonishing
.976. He also won the
Preckness and Belmont
Stakes. He would later be
come the first Negro race
horse owner.
In 1892, only three
houses entered the Ken
tucky Derby. All of the
jockeys were- Negroes
Alonzo Clayton, Tom Brit
ton and Monk Overton fin
ished the race in that order.
Willie Simms, of Au
gusta, Ga. won the derby
in 1896. Jimmy Winkfielc
won the 1901 and 1902
races. He was last Negro
Jockey to win at Louis
ville.
The Kentucky Derby
African American Exhibit
is located at the track. It
tells the complete story of
the contributions of Ne
groes in this sport.
(Information in this
column was taken from the
book, "Negro Firsts In
Sports" by Andrew S.
."Doc" Young.)
Norman E. Jones can
be reached at normanjones@aol.com.

Progressive Missionary

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

Baptist Church

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church cordially invites you to join us in
celebration of the 6th Anniversary of our Pastor, Reverend Louis M. Murphy, Sr.
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Please join .us as we honor our beloved Pastor during the month of May 2005.

DATE & TIME

Dr. Robert Smith, Jr., PhD

7:45 am & 10:00 am

Beeson Divinity School, Birmingham, AL

Sunday, May 8

Rev. Craig L. Oliver, Sr., Pastor

7:45 am & 10:00 am

Elizabeth Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA

Wednesday, May 11

Pastor’s Appreciation Program

7:00 pm

Praise, worship and tributes.

Sunday, May 15

Rev. Joseph Gordon, Pastor Emeritus

7:45 am

Greater King David International Church
St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday, May 15

ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE
Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, Sr. Pastor Emeritus

10:00 am

□000000 0(300

GUEST SPEAKER

Sunday, May 1
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“A GUT-BUSTING AND SIDESPLITTING COMEDY!’

The Concord Baptist Church of Christ

ANTHONY
ANDERSON

Brooklyn, NY

Sunday, May 22

Rev. Melvin Dawson, Pastor

7:45 am & 10:00 am

The Cathedral of Praise, Miami, FL

Sunday, May 29

Rev. Ellis Hodge, Pastor

7:45 am & 10:00 am

Word of Life Fellowship Church
St. Petersburg, FL

815*510*1210

BRENT GRANGER-ANGEL MORTGAGE

We look forward to seeing you during our month-long celebration!
For directions or more information, please contact our Administrative
Office at 894-4311.

We Welcome Your Articles and Pictures
of Community Interest

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
www.mzprogressive.org
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SPC Baseball Team In Playoff For
Gruden Excited About Adding
State Berth; Softball To Meet
‘Cadillac’ To Offense-------------could have given Gruden a But certainly, having a guy
Pensacola JC In Opener May 6---------- bv Fred Goodall
like Mike Alstott, some vet
ST. PETERSBURG Before St. Petersburg Col
lege’s baseball season be
gan, Coach Dave Pano
voted against changing the
playoff format.
For many years, the
top two teams in the Suncoast Conference stand
ings advanced to the state
tournament. Most years it
was St. Petersburg and
Manatee.
The rest of the coaches
tired of this and wanted a

Handyman
from front page
fixed the computers up
and added in software.
In doing this, he used
some of the skills he devel
oped as a computer pro
grammer for 15 years at
the IBM Corp., he said. He
did diagnostic work and re
search and development
until he retired in 1983.
While doing research, he
taught himself a great deal
by playing around with the
hardware to see what could
work and what could not,
he said.
"I would say, ‘If this
works such and such a
way, what if I do A, B or
C?’"
He said he learned the
machines inside and out by
reading manuals and mag
azines, by trial-and-error
tests and by keeping up
with the technology.
"I had no idea how to

post-season tournament to
determine the second con
ference representative to
the state tournament. Man
atee won the conference
title this year.
It’s a good thing Pano
didn’t get his way or he
would be sitting home in
stead of still being in the
running for a chance to go
to the state tournament for
the eighth year in a row.
The Titans began a
best-of-three, playoff Tues-

set up a network like this,
so I just read up on it, and I
am still reading," he said.
"My goal is to have all
computers printing from
the one printer."
Residents in the com
munity look to Kearney for
computer advice. Even as
he sits in McCall’s eating
his eggs and grits, people
come up to him ancj tell
him their computer prob
lems.
Even though he says
he does not spend as much
time fixing computers for
people as hedid a year ago,
he still has a clientele that
he works with. Sometimes
he can just fix their prob
lems by talking over the
phone, dictating to them
what to do. Other times he
has to travel to their
homes.
He also advises people
who want to buy a comput
er. "People usually have a
hard time knowing how to

day night with Polk to see
who goes to state. Games 1
and 3 were scheduled for
Polk with the lone home
game Wednesday night at 7
at Carpenter Complex in
Clearwater.
The two teams finished
the regular season 15-10,
but Polk earned the sec
ond-place seed because it
beat SPC in four of five
meetings this season.
The Titans beat Hills
borough 2-1 Sunday after-

get a good computer," he
said. "People tell me, ‘Go
get me a computer.’ I say
okay and go tell them that I
found a nice system with
an 18-inch monitor for
$450."
Tony Macon, who met
Kearney in McCall’s, is
one of the people Kearney
has helped with computer
problems.
"He was the first per
son I thought of when
something happened to my
computer," Macon said
recently. "I called him over
and handed him my com
puter."
Macon set up his first
computer with Kearney’s
help.
"Richard hooked up
the entire DSL Internet and
all of this and all of that,".
Macon said.
Kearney moved to
Midtown in May of 1999
and, by August of 1999, he
had met the McCall family.

noon to earn another shot
at Polk.
SPC’s softball team
didn’t have to withstand
any playoffs to earn its trip
to Kissimmee May 6-11.
Coach Lance Lam
port’s team finished third
in the conference (13-9)
and 38-19 overall. The Ti
tans begin play in the dou
ble-elimination
tourna
ment at noon May 6
against Pensacola Junior
College.

He developed a friendship
with Grady McCall and
now works as a consultant
for him handling the paper
work for the restaurant.
Kearney also sets up the
computers with advertise
ments of the restaurant’s
daily and weekend menus
and of upcoming events.
Kearney
said his
dream is to start a Midtown
cyber cafe that would offer
sandwiches and snacks and
provide access to comput
ers,
"Everything I do now
is a hobby," he said.
"Working with the comput
ers is fun. Everyday is like
the weekend, and I am just
taking one day at a time."
Britt Fenske is a reporter
for the Neighborhood News
Bureau, a program of the
Department of Journalism
and Media Studies at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.
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The 2005 Midtown Photo Project

1PjlEQ3) jXDTl)
Saturday, April 30, 2005
5 to 8 p.m.
Royal Theatre •1011 22nd Street South

Public Invited

Help us celebrate Midtown photographically, presenting
120 photographs on display at venues throughout Midtown.
Photo Hop starts at the Royal Theatre.
Free trolley service will be available.
More info: www.theartscenter.org/feetonthestreet.htm

83 Progress Energy S3

St. Petersburg
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BOYS 81 GIRLS CLUBS

Florida Frame & Devil Rays
Special thanks also to Circuit City, Florida Frames, Irwin Contracting and Fuji Film.

AP Sports Writer
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) Jon Gruden was already
sold on Camell Williams as
a player who could help
Tampa Bay's stagnant run
ning game.
What told him even
more about the Buccaneers'
first-round draft pick was a
brief sideline conversation
they had before the Senior
Bowl.
The coach told the
Auburn star he would be
limited to a cameo role,
even though the game was
being played in his home
state of Alabama.
"We had an agree
ment. I thought he felt good
about it and I felt good
about it, until the third play
in the game when I saw
him down there yelling at
me," Gruden recalled with
a smile Saturday.
"He's a great kid, he
loves football, he's going to
want to do everything he
can to get an edge. ... But
when he showed up down
there and demanded to
play, and was mad when I
took him out of the game, it
left a lasting impression
with me."
The Bups hope that's
just a beginning.
Gruden
selected
Williams with the fifth pick
and envisions the quickness
and smooth running style
that earned Williams the
nickname "Cadillac" in
high school as a perfect fit
for his version of the West
Coast offense.
The
2l7-pound
Williams shared the work
load in college with Ronnie
Brown, drafted second
overall by the Miami Dol
phins, but was the more
productive of the two with
3,831 yards rushing in 42
games.
He ran for 45 touch
downs, including 12 as a
senior while helping Au
burn (13-0) to a perfect sea
son.
"This is a guy who
really wants to be great. He
has tremendous drive and is
very self motivated.... He's
going to fit nicely into what
we want to do here offen
sively," Gruden said. "Just
being around him you feel
energy. You hand him the
ball, you think good things
are going to happen."
The Bucs took Nebras
ka linebacker Barrett Ruud
in the second round, ad
dressing the need for depth
behind an aging group of
players at the position.
They added Stanford tight
end Alex Smith and Chris
Colmer, an offensive tackle
from North Carolina State,
in the third.
The revamping of a
roster two years removed
from winning the Super
Bowl continues with eight
picks over the final four
rounds Sunday.
Gruden and general
manager Bruce Allen con
sidered the prospect of
moving up in the first
round for a possible shot at
Utah quarterback Alex
Smith. But the selection of
Williams fills an immediate
need for a team that has
never ranked higher than
24th in rushing under
Gruden.
One benefit of missing
the playoffs for the second
straight year was Gruden
and his staff were invited to

Closeup view of his gameday ability at the Senior
Bowl.
'.'He said, 'You will
play the first two snaps,’
Williams said. "I was like:
'No, Coach Gruden. I prac
ticed all week and came
down here to play.’ ... As
the game was going on, I
was like: 'Coach Gruden,
stick me out there.’ But he
didn't do it."
♦♦♦

Head Coach John
Gruden: (Opening com
Auburn running back
Carnell Williams (24)
drives through the
Alabama defense in the
second quarter of the
Iron Bowl in this Nov.
20,2004 photo at
Bryant-Denny Stadium
in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Williams was selected in
the first round, fifth
overall, by the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers in the
NFL Draft Saturday,
April 23.
(AP Photo/John David
Mercer)

coach the South squad in
the Senior Bowl. He was
impressed with Williams,
right from the start.
"We put a lot of things
in to test him, and test the
quarterbacks," the coach
said. "Not only to see if
they could learn it. But if
they really wanted to learn
it, if it was that important to
them. It certainly was in
this guy's case."
Williams was third run
ning back selected, behind
Brown and Cedric Benson
of Texas, who was drafted
fourth by the Chicago
Bears.
Unlike Brown and
Benson, though, Williams
was not invited to travel to
New York for the draft.
Instead, he gathered' with
family and friends in his
hometown of Attalla, Ala.,
to watch the selections on
television.
"At first, I was disap
pointed because I felt like I
was one of the top guys in
the country," Williams said
by telephone. "Once I
found out I wasn't invited,
I'm not the one to ask ques
tions or complain. ... I just
took it and ran with it."
Williams left the Sen
ior Bowl thinking there was
a good chance he would
wind up in Tampa Bay. He
was even more convinced
after speaking with Gruden
again during the scouting
combine in Indianapolis.
Still, he couldn't be
sure. And, the Bucs could
n't be sure he'd be available.
After all, Williams
rushed for 1,165 yards last
season and finished as
Auburn's second all-time
leading ground gainer be
hind Bo Jackson. He aver
aged more than five yards
per carry during his college
career.
Bucs running back
coach Art Valero said he's
the type of back who can
make an offensive line bet
ter.
"It works hand in
hand," Valero said, stress
ing linemen also make
backs look better. "I think
with him in the game, his
suddenness, his ability to
make people miss, all of a
sudden our guys may not
have to hang onto the block
as long as they've had to
before."
Williams wishes he

ments
on
Carnell
Williams)
"(I am) very proud to
announce our first-round
selection,
Camell
Williams. We were hoping
he would be there in a lot of
ways. Obviously, he’s a
great football • player.
Versatile. Fast. Tough. And
when it’s all said and done,
I think this is a guy that
really wants to be great.
Tremendous 'drive. Very
self-motivated from a team
that went 13-0 and fits
nicely in what we want to
do here, offensively."
(On if running back
was a position of need or
was he the best player
available)
"It was a lot of those
things. Obviously, when
you pick fifth in the draft,
and no trades are made,
you pick based on who’s
available and what you
need. You entertain all of
those things. We loved
Cadillac Williams now. We
coached him at the Senior
Bowl. We know a lot about
him. We’re excited to have
him."
(On if there was any
debate between Carnell
Williams
and
Mike
Williams)
"Not so much today.
We’ve had enough meet
ings here for the last three
or four weeks. Having not
made the playoffs, we’ve
had plenty of meetings.
We’ve been looking at the
draft for enough time. I
think Mike Williams is a
great player. (He) certainly
was considered, as were
some other guys that have
been picked and some that
are still available. Camell is
a guy we know, we want
and we’re excited about it."
(Talent and character
playing a role in drafting
Camell Williams)
"Character
always
plays a role. It always plays
a role in every aspect of our
decision-making. Some
times guys come from dif
ferent backgrounds and
sometimes I have been
guilty of showing a little
compassion for people who
might deserve a chance to
turn things around. Michael
Clayton came from a 13-0
football team, (he’s) a
tremendous football player
with tremendous character
and will, and Cadillac
Williams has a lot of those
similar traits that will hope
fully help us turn it around
and keep it in a positive
direction offensively and as
a football team here."
(On if Williams will
be an option as a return
man)
"He’ll be an option.
Obviously, his number one
focus right now is to be a
halfback here in this sys
tem. That’s obviously a
very broad position, the
way we envision using him.

eran backs like [Michael]
Pittman and guys who have
played here and understand
what we’re looking for, I
think the learning curve
will increase quickly."
(On if he can be a
goal-line runner)
"If you watch Auburn,
okay, he’s the one with all
the touchdowns. He’s the
guy playing on the goal line
and carrying the ball on
third-and-one. That’s one
of the things that was loud
and clear to us. This guy
scores touchdowns, he con
verts third downs and he
runs the clock out when
they have a lead late in
games. I’m not concerned
about him carrying the ball
in any situation, and I’m
certainly not worried about
the physical status of Car
nell Williams. This guy is a
load, and I think he’ll prove
that when he gets here.
He’s physically very puttogether, and he’s 217
pounds the last I.saw him. I
think that’s a comfortable
wait for him."
(On Williams’ pa
tience to hit holes)
"Yeah, he’s that kind of
back, certainly, and he’s
also a guy who, if you
make a mistake defensively
he’s through there and out
of there and gone. He’s a
guy who can hopefully cre
ate some long runs from
scrimmage. We had a cou
ple this year and we’ve
been rather silent in previ
ous years. I think he can

create some spontaneous
play for us and create some
big plays as well. He’s
made all the runs at Au
burn, from two tight ends to
single-back to no tight end
sets. He’s comfortable run
ning the football, he’s com
fortable catching it, he does
have the versatility, I think,
to be an outstanding receiv
er, and you can use him as
a return man in spot situa
tions."
RB
CARNELL
WILLIAMS:
(On if he expected to
be selected by the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers)
"To be honest with you,
I was thinking I was going
to go to Tampa, because we
had such a great relation
ship when I was at the
Senior Bowl. So I expected
to go (to Tampa Bay), but at
the same time, I didn’t
know. But Coach Gruden,
his staff and myself, got
along well down at the
Senior Bowl."
(On his size)
"I wouldn’t say I’m a
small man, but I’m defi
nitely playing with a big
heart. I’m passionate about
the game of football. I’m
going to do whatever it
takes to win. If that means
running guys over, or mak
ing guys miss, that’s what it
is."
(On what he brings to
the table)
"I would have to say
my elusiveness, my ability
to make people miss. I look
at myself as the total pack
age though."

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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Standing Up For Women’s Rights

Dr. Bethune’s Light
Shines at NCNW’s
63rd Annual
Founder’s Day ------1920s propelled Fannye
Ayer Ponder to establish
the local affiliate of the
NCNW. Her purpose was
to effect the integration of
blacks into the political,
education, economic social
and cultural life of St.
Petersburg by developing
competent and courageous
leadership among Negro

Loretta Ross addressed a diverse crowd at Eckerd
College last weekend, as part of Planned
Parenthood’s summit.
photos by Rassi

by Tracie Reddick
Challenger correspondent
. ST. PETERSBURG LaWanda Walker wants to
talk about the P-words:
Planned Parenthood.
"A lot of people do not
know about Planned Par
enthood or what family
planning means,” said
Walker, the director of di
versity for Planned Parent
hood. ''We really need to
energize our community
around this issue.”
That’s why Walker
spearheaded an event held
at Eckerd College last
Saturday that was aimed at

stirring an interest in the
organization among people
of color.
It featured Loretta
Ross, the founder and Na
tional Coordinator of the
SisterSong Women of Col
or Reproductive Health
Collective, which is com
posed of more than 70
women of color organiza
tions across the country.
An advocate for social
justice, Ross said she be
came interested in the re
production rights of wom
en when a doctor decided
she did not need to have
any more babies.

"I was sterilized at 23,”
said the former teen mom
who was one of the first
black women to win a suit
against A.H. Robbins, man
ufacturer of the Dalkon
Shield that sterilized thou
sands of women world
wide.
"I wanted to stop what
happened to me from hap
pening to someone else and
before I knew it, I was part
of a movement.”
Her activism includes
manning one of the first
rape crisis centers in the
United States during the
1970s and coordinating

Fundraiser

pants to care more about
their own success than
people at the organization
do and "we’re pretty pas
sionate about their suc
cess," Kyes said.
Because fife with all
it’s unexpected problems
"will still be present" after
people leave, part of the
program involves encour
aging participants to devel
op a faith life of their
choice that will help "drive
away fear and despair and
keep hope alive," Kyes
said.
Participants stay an
average of two years to
work on their goals and
several of the graduates
whose lives were changed
were present.
One graduate. became
a television producer, and
then returned to work as a
staff member. Another
spent 16 months in the pro
gram, then started her own
business, made a first year
profit and won an award.
One graduated - as the
only woman in her techni
cal services program - with
a 3.5 GPA from St.
Petersburg College (SPC).
Another, who had arrived
with her possessions in
two bags, has worked in
the schools for three years

since graduating from
SPC.
As he left the break
fast, one participant said he
was favorably impressed
"to see the wonderful work
that they do." Jim Emery
attributed the changes in
fives with placing people
in "surroundings where
they feel loved and wanted
and appreciated."
Their annual budget of
$400,000 is "the lowest
one in town," Sinclair said.
With no model to go on,
she said that she and her
husband spent two years
living with the families to
discover how to help
homeless people change
their fives.
Resurrection House is
an ecumenical ministry,
with support from different
religions, corporations, or
ganizations and individu
als. Over 90 percent of
donations are spent on pro
gram costs for the people
they help without regard to
race or creed. To find out
how you can help call
(727) 823-4742.

from front page

rent-free, Jemison said she
only had to pay utilities.
Jemison was a wellpaid executive who man
aged a shopping center at
the time fire destroyed her
home, She has worked in
that field for 25 years and
was recently named Tampa
Bay’s Executive Woman of
the Year by the Network of
Executive Women.
By contrast, Resurrec
tion , House helps people
who are homeless or at
subsistence level.
Kyes said the program
''puts taxpayers into the
community." The fact that
80 percent of program par
ticipants succeed is partial
ly because the program is
"very rigorous and well
thought out," he said. "We
stop the cycle of poverty."
Adults acquire the educa
tion and training they need
"for living wage employ
ment" while they reach out
to children "as young as 18
months to foster a love of
learning."
He called giving peo
ple a place to live as sec
ondary. What is foremost
is "to change their lives"
and they expect partici

several conferences focus
ing on violence against
women in Third World
countries.
Ross also organized
women of color delegations
for the massive pro-choice
marches sponsored by the
National Organization for
Women in 1986 and 1989,
which drew interest from
an array of groups and
people of all nationalities.
"This was the first time
we came together and col
laborated aS one,” Ross
said. "What does that say
about the women’s move
ment?”

Since tl.2 march, the
organizations have drifted
apart at a time that is criti
cal to women, particularly
when it comes to reproduc
tive choices.
She saidj it is not a
coincidence that the Bush
administration is, pushing
1950s values that is en
couraging white women to
have more babies, by mak
ing them believe abortion is
wrong,
Meanwhile, black wo
men are being sanctioned
by welfare policies that are
"trying to curb the number
of children they bear.
"They have different
reproduction destinies for;
each of us,” Ross said in
reference to black and
white women. "We, are put
ting ourselves at risk by
continuing to view this as a
white woman’s move-

ment.”
Ross, who is writing a
book on black women’s
activism in the reproduc
tion rights movement
called "Black Abortion,”
added:. "Our rights are in
jeopardy. While they’ve
made it safe for women to
have abortions, they’ve also
made her feel ashamed for
talking about it.”
This guilt is being
passed on in the family val
ues movement now being
pushed in schools and com
munity programs in the
form of abstinence educa
tion.
"Abstinence education
is making our youth igno
rant and vulnerable,” Ross
concluded. "When they do
have a crisis, they are not
Jgoing-’tO "knOw where to
turn to for help.”

L High School Students
Invited to
Annual
Youth Summit
ST. PETERSBURG All Middle and High
School students from
across Pinellas County are
invited to the Community
Action Coalition’s Fourth
Annual Community Youth
Summit at 7:45 a.m., May
6, at Pasadena Community
United Methodist Church,
227 70th St. S.
Admission is free. All

participants must pre-regis
ter. Call Rev. Dwayne
Craig at (727) 821-5752 or
Troy Adams at (727) 8231885.' Registration forms
are also available at local
churches, the Police Ath
letic League (PAL) and
other organizations serving
children. Lunch wifi be'
provided. Parents are en
couraged to attend.

Mayor Rick Baker,
Pinellas County Commis
sioner Ken Welch, Coali
tion Founder and CEO
Watson L. Haynes II and
Coalition board members
are expected to attend,
For information about
the Coalition’s mission and
programs
throughout
Pinellas County, call (727)
823-1885.

NEW

mucWore!

Holley Jones

ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Metro
politan Section 63rd An
nual Founder’s Day cere
mony will commemorate
the works of
great
leaders: Dr. Mary McLeod
Bethune and Mrs. Fannye
A. Ponder. These two great
women paved the way for
future leaders, activists,
dignitaries and community
members. This event will
be held on Saturday, May
21 at 11 a.m. at the His
toric Orange Blossom Din
ing Room, (240 Fourth St.
N.).

two

Mary Clowers

women.
This year’s observance
will also recognize three of
the past presidents: Vera O.
Noble, Wauretta M. Guil
ford and Mary H. Clowers.
These women exemplify
the fife and legacy of Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune,
and also hold the honor of
being Legacy and Life
members of the national
organization.
This year’s keynote
speaker is the NCNW’s
Florida State Convener,
Gertrude Peele. Peele also
serves as executive direc
tor of the Jacksonville Me
tropolitan section. Denise
White of FOX 13 News
will serve , as the Mistress
Wauretta Guilford
of Ceremonies.
Dr. Bethune founded
The celebration will
the National Council of also applaud the accom
Negro Women in 1935, plishments of the graduat
with a mission to lead;
ing NCNW Precious
develop and advocate for
Jewels, including president
women of African descent
Khana Rhiley (Shorecrest
as they support their fami
Preparatory), vice presi
lies and communities. dent Shannon Cooper (Bo
NCNW fulfills this pur ca Ciega High School), as
pose through research,
well as Shirley Adams and
advocacy and national and
Bristie Stephens (Lakecommunity-based servic
wood High School).
es. Issues covered include
For additional infor
health, education and eco
mation about this event,
nomic empowerment
please contact Ms. Signora
the United States and
Farris at (727) 327-3154.
Africa.
Dianne Speights serves as
The conditions of the
local president.

in

Choir Attire
Baptismal Robes
Pulpit Attire
Communion Linen

2005 MAZDA 3
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Vera Noble

Cassocks for Men
and Women
24-Hour Quick
Ship (if size and
style available)
Also Church
Supplies

‘

Buy from

$13,988

Russell Mazda welcomes St. Pete life-long
resident Holley Jones to its sales staff.
Contact Holley for all your new and
PRE-OWNED TRANSPORTATION NEEDS.

D

News
Deadline Is
4 P.M.
Monday

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
(
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling
342711th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Test Drive The All New Mazda Today

RUSSELL MAZDA
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Get your high school diploma by attending
FREE GED classes.
FREE Child Care and Transportation are also
provided.
Learn how to help your child in school.

21154 US 19 N., Clearwater
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DO YOU WANT TO EARN
MORE MONEY?

With $1999 cash down, plus freight, ta\. tag and fees.
All incentives and rebates assigned to dealer. 48 mo. leases

,2k mivr. Mazda Tribute an<fMa/da 6 have $1000 MAC
rebate and must be financed through Mazda American Credit.

509690-

Call, EVEN START #(727) 552-1568
For the class near you.
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STATE NEWS
Congratulations To These Local Residents,
Soon To Be FAMU Graduates!

FEMA Inspectors Include People With
Criminal Records------------------------------ ~
FORT
LAUDER
DALE, Fla. (AP) - At least
30 inspectors who visited
disaster victims' homes or
verified damage claims for
federal aid had criminal
records for offenses such as
embezzlement, drug pos
session and robbery, a
newspaper reported Sun
day.
The South Florida SunSentinel could not deter
mine the total number of
inspectors or supervisors
with criminal records be
cause the Federal Emer
gency Management Agen
cy refused to release the
names of the contract
workers, citing an “unwar
ranted invasion of their per
sonal privacy."
The government re-'
quires the companies that
hire the workers to “con
duct a complete back
ground check" that in
cludes local, state and
national criminal searches
for “both felony and misde
meanor charges," FEMA
said in a statement.
The Sun-Sentinel has

sued FEMA and its parent
agency, the Department of
Homeland Security, seek
ing the identities of inspec
tors and aid recipients.
The newspaper found
30 inspectors or managers
with criminal records out
of 133 it was able to identi
fy. The count includes
those with at least one mis
demeanor offense, such as
drunken
driving,
but
excludes traffic citations.
Of the 30, 17 had crim
inal histories when they
were hired, the newspaper
reported. At least four lost
their jobs for arrests after
they were hired, including
one scheduled for sentenc
ing May 6 in California for
child molestation, and two
convicted of federal bribery
charges for promising
higher FEMA payments in
exchange for money. Seven
inspectors had records for
marijuana or cocaine pos
session.
Almost all the inspec
tors worked for . a sub
sidiary of Parsons Brinck
erhoff of Virginia, which

has'a $150 million, five- $100,000 a year. Several
year contract with FEMA. told the newspaper that the
Another Virginia company, job is demanding. In
PaRR Inspections, also has spectors must leave their
families for weeks at a time
a FEMA contract.
Neither FEMA nor the and work long hours at dis
companies would say how asters nationwide. Some
many inspectors have crim have been threatened and
robbed on the job.
inal records.
“We're not sill bad
Parsons Brinckerhoff
because
we have criminal
released a statement saying
it uses a company to do histories," said inspector
FEMA-approved
back Keith Zaengle, who has a
ground screening and crim record of drug crimes.
inal checks on every in “We're just the only ones
spector “to the extent we they can get who will do
are able to obtain such this.
“In my five or six years
information."
Parsons
Brinckerhoff “carefully of doing this, I've done a lot
considers the background of applicants a lot of good,"
information we receive in the Hernando County resi
deciding whether an indi dent said. “I'm very proud
vidual inspector is suitable of what I've done,"
FEMA's hurricane pay
for work."
FEMA and Parsons ments last year are under
Brinckerhoff would not say investigation by a U.S.
what crimes preclude an Senate committee, prompt
applicant from serving as ed by legislators' concerns
an inspector or supervisor. over $31 million given
A lawyer for PaRR referred after Hurricane Frances to
residents in Miami-Dade
questions to FEMA.
Inspectors are paid County, even though the
about $45 per inspection storm brought no hurricane
and can make more than conditions to the area.

Judge: Charge Officer With Manslaughter
In Teen's Death ——--------------------------- —
DELRAY
BEACH, order to allow public de
Florida (AP) - A novice bate of evidence in the
police officer who shot and racially charged case: Gokilled a teenager driving goni is white; Miller was
across a school campus at a black.
The judge's decision is
dance should be charged
with manslaughter, a judge not binding and will be
recommended last Thurs considered along with oth
er evidence in the ongoing
day.
Palm Beach County criminal investigation, said
Judge Debra Moses Ste state attorney spokesman
phens said she heard no Mike Edmondson.
The 23-year-old Cogoevidence justifying the
killing of 16-year-old Jer- ni had finished police train
rod Miller during three ing three weeks before he
days of testimony from 31 killed Miller after the teen
witnesses at a rare public drove onto campus for a
school dance on Feb. 26.
inquest.
Cogoni asked to see
Members of Miller's
Miller's
driver license, and
family solemnly embraced
and hugged after the ruling, the teenager, who did not
but they might wait three have one, drove off errati
weeks or more to learn cally, scatterifig"Students
whether the State Attor gathered outside the schocfl
ney's Office will choose to gym, according to witness
charge Officer Darren Co es.
He had turned away
goni.
State Attorney Barry from the gym and was driv
Krischer called for the ing through a narrow cov
inquest instead of a closed ered passageway when
grand jury proceeding in Cogoni fired his weapon,

hitting Miller in the back of
the head.
.-^XjQgoni did riot appear
at the inquest buf provided
a statement saying he fired
only to protect bystanders
who were mingling in the
path of Miller's car as it
headed away from the
school gym.
“I really honestly believed at that point there
was a large group of people
that were going to be run
over by this vehicle,"
Cogoni said.
None of the inquest
witnesses corroborated Cogoni's account, but many of
them were not in a position
to see down the breezeway.
Investigator Rick Caplano
testified that Florida De
partment of Law Enforcefnent agents inter
viewed 33 people and were
unable to find anyone who
was in the path of Miller's
car during the shooting.
Cogoni's
attorneys
maintain that investigators

still haven't located every
one who fled the area of the
shooting.
Victor Williams, one of
Miller's cousins, said Co
goni should be charged.
.“He's a risk for the
whole community," Wil
liams said as he left the
courthouse last Wednesday.
“Today it was my cousin,
tomorrow it can be your
cousin."
Protest demonstrations
are planned for the week
end, despite the judge's rul
ing, said Josh Smith, the
task force chairman for
local National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People.
“There is a tremendous
racial divide here and noth
ing is going to change until
disparities are eliminated
and until black citizens are
included in the.economics
and politics of the city," he
said.

FAMU President Suspends Operations Of
Institute On Urban Policy And Commerce
TALLAHASSEE
Florida A7M University
Interim President Castell
Vaughn Bryant announced
last Wednesday that she is
suspending the operations
of the Institute on Urban
Policy and Commerce,
which is operated in Talla
hassee, Tampa and eight
Florida counties. She met
with 22 Institute staff mem
bers and the director to give
them the news herself.
“I have assembled you
here today because I want
ed to have a conversation
with you...to let you know
that it has become neces
sary for me to suspend the
activities of the Institute,”
Bryant said. “I want to
thank you for your efforts
and your contributions. I
am very grateful that you
wanted to work here and
make a contribution to the

university and those who
need our help.”
The action is effective
Friday. All employees will
remain on the payroll until
May 13, Bryant said.
The institute, led by
Patricia McGill, offers such
programs as adult literacy,
community outreach and
neighborhood revitaliza
tion. It receives state and
federal funds to support
community development
efforts of inner-city areas,
neighborhood-based organ
izations and municipal
agencies.
Bryant said the suspen
sion of the 23 employees
and the institute’s opera
tions was “absolutely nec
essary.” Her decision was
based on accountability
measures of the university
and of the funding agen
cies.

“This was not an easy
decision, and we do not
take this lightly. If there is
anything that can be done
between now and May 13,
you will know about it,”
she told the staff. “For the

sake of the university, I
have to make unpopular
decisions, and this is one of
them - but it is not without
caring and sensitivity to the
situation.”

Deric Gainer

Eric Gainer
On Saturday, April 30, Eric
Gainer and Deric Gainer
will graduate from Florida
A&M University. Eric will

graduate as a candidate in Computer Science. Eric
the School of Pharmacy, and Deric graduated from
while Deric will graduate Northeast High School in
from the School of ‘St. Petersburg. They are the

sons of proud parents,
Willie and Joyce Gainer.

Miss Black Universe Welcomes Florida
Delegate--------- ------------------------------------The Miss Black Uni
verse Pageant announced
Kimberlee D. Borland as
the Florida delegate for the
2005 international compe
tition to be held August
2005 in Chicago, Ill. Bor
land is a graduate of
FAMU's Business and
Technology Education De
partment and is currently
the liaison for the FAMU
Board of Trustees;
Borland, .born in An
chorage, Ala,, moved to
Florida for university stud
ies. Currently, she is pursu
ing a graduate degree in
Corporate Training and
Knowledge Management.

After completion of this
program, Borland wishes
to pursue a doctorate, de
gree of Organizational
Management.
As the Florida dele
gate; Borland is focused on
uplifting and encouraging
minority females to further
their education beyond
high school and encourag
ing women to care for their
health and appearance.
To book Borland for an
appearance or for sponsor
ship information; please
contact: Ms. Black Florida
Universe, P.O. Box 10102,
Tallahassee, FL 32302.

Kimberlee D. Borland

Florida Approves ‘Force With Force’
Measure —---------------------------------------Jeb Bush signs bill permitting potentially deadly self-defense
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - With a National
Rifle Association lobbyist
at his side, Gov. Jeb Bush
signed a law Tuesday to
make it clear that people
have a right to meet "force
with force" to defend them-

selves on the street.
The measure, ' which
passed the Legislature
overwhelmingly earlier this
year, says that people who
are under attack do not
have to retreat before re
sponding. They have the

right to "meet force with
force, including deadly
force if they reasonably
believe it is necessary to do
so.
Florida residents alrea
dy have that right in their
homes. The bill, which

takes effect Oct. 1, extends
the right to public spaces,
such as the street or a place
of business.
Supporters said the
measure brings Florida in
line with a number of other
states.

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO: smfaith@tampabay.rr.corn
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IS ONLY
ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

YOU TAUGHT HER THE
IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLINE,
WE’LL TEACH HER HOW TO
USE IT.

p-w;

c*
iCV

ROC’
Reading instruction is a science.We know that

Is it tins lor someone you know to move on? The
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paths to graduates and students. Soldiers are trained
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Skill Training &

strong, independent readers.

in the skills needed to get the Job done and receive
The Partnership for Reading is committed

to supplytng educators and parents with the
information, materials, and support they need

co ensure that proven instructional approaches
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NATIONAL NEWS
Virginia High Court Affirms Death
Penalty For Sniper Mastermind John
Allen Muhammad-------------------------------by Larry O'dell
ASSOCIATED PRESS
RICHMOND, Va. The Virginia Supreme
Court on April 22 upheld
sniper John Allen Muham
mad's murder convictions
and death penalty for carry
ing out what it called a
"cruel scheme of terror"
that left 10 people dead
around the Washington
area.
The court brushed
aside arguments that Mu
hammad could not be sen
tenced to death under state
law because he was not the
triggerman. And it rejected
claims that the post-Sept.
11 terrorism law under
which he was prosecuted is
unconstitutionally vague.
"If society's ultimate
penalty should be reserved
for the most heinous of
fenses, accompanied by
proof of vileness or future
dangerousness, then surely
this case qualifies," Justice
Donald Lemons wrote.
Muhammad was con
victed on two counts of
capital murder for the
shooting of Dean Harold
Meyers in Virginia during
the three-week killing
spree in October 2002.
"I've had my fingers
crossed all these months,"
said Prince William County
Commonwealth's Attorney
Paul Ebert, who prosecuted
Muhammad. "Now I can
uncross them."
Peter D. Greenspun, a

Convicted sniper John Allen Muhammad stands as
he is sentenced to death for the shooting of Dean
Harold Meyers at the Prince William County Circuit
Court in Manassas, Va., in this March 9,2004 file
photo. The Virginia Supreme Court on Friday, April
22,2005, affirmed the death penalty for sniper mas
termind Muhammad.
AP Photo/Steve Helber

lawyer for Muhammad,
said he and co-counsel
Jonathan Shapiro were
"extremely disappointed."
"There is a significant
dissent, so we are going to
review the entirety of the
decision and continue to do
everything we can to pro
tect John Muhammad's in
terests and save his life,"
Greenspun said.
The Supreme Court
unanimously affirmed the
conviction based on the ter
rorism law but split 4-3 in
upholding the conviction
under the triggerman rule.

The court's majority found
that even if Muhammad's
teenage accomplice, Lee
Boyd Malvo, pulled the
trigger, Muhammad was
eligible for the death penal
ty as an "immediate perpe
trator" of slaying.
"Muhammad, with his
sniper team partner, Malvo,
randomly selected innocent
victims," Lemons wrote.
"With calculation, exten
sive planning, premedita
tion and ruthless disregard
for life, Muhammad car
ried out his cruel scheme of
terror."

The dissenting justices
said Muhammad's actions positioning the sniper
team's car and telling Mal
vo when to fire - "were of
the same character as those
of a lookout or wheelman
in a robbery."
The court rejected Mu
hammad's claim that "in
timidation" and other terms
should have been defined
in the terrorism statute.
Muhammad's lawyers also
had argued that the law was
improperly used against
Malvo because it was in
tended to address crimes
like the Sept. 11 hijackings.
"Nothing in the-words of
these statutes evinces an
intent to limit its applica
tion to criminal actors with
political motives," the court
said.
The defense also ar
gued that prosecutors im
properly offered conflict
ing theories at the trials of
Muhammad and Malvo.
Muhammad's prosecutors
portrayed him as a manipu
lator who molded his then17-year-old cohort into a
killer. Malvo's prosecutors,
seeking to counter Malvo's
insanity defense, depicted
the teenager as a willful,
independent thinker.
But the court said that
two approaches were not
inconsistent.
Malvo is serving life in
prison without parole for
the slayings of a business
man and an FBI analyst.

Rice Accused Of Suppressing Terror
Info-------------------------------------------------------by Barry Schweid
AP Diplomatic Writer
WASHINGTON - A
senior House Democrat
who has been sharply criti
cal of State Department
reporting on terrorism is
accusing Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice of deny
ing Congress and the pub
lic important information
about the number of inci
dents.
“There appears to be a
pattern in the administra
tion's approach to terrorism
data: favorable facts are
revealed while unfavorable
facts are suppressed," Rep.
Henry A. Waxman (news,
bio, voting record) of Cali
fornia said in a letter to the
department's acting inspec
tor general, Cameron R.
Hume.
The
question
is
"whether political consid
erations played a role in
Secretary Rice's decision"
to hand off a State Depart
ment report to a govem-

Is Rice covering up info for the Bush administration?

ment counterterrorism center, Waxman said. He re
quested an inspector gener
al's investigation.
State
Department
spokesman Adam Ereli
said of the request, "it's a
matter under considera
tion. ".The department is
"committed to being re
sponsive to Congress and
to contributing to an in
formed public debate," he

said.
Waxman's letter fol
lowed an announcement
last Monday that the
department had decided to
stop publishing its annual
statistical account of terror
incidents worldwide, turn
ing the task over to a gov
ernment center established
last year by Congress.- the
National Counterterrorism
Center.

Officials Taking No Security
Chances In Preparation Of Trial

“All progress is
precarious, and
the solution of
one problem
brings us face to
face with anoth
er problem.”
- Dr. Martin
Luther, King, Jr.

Former Players, Coaches, Pay Respects To 'Big
House* Gaines ——----------- —------------- *---------------by Paul Nowell
Associated Press Writer
WINSTON-SALEM,
N.C. (AP) - Earl “The Pearl"
Monroe and other college
basketball luminaries were
among more than 1,000 peo
ple who honored the late
Clarence “Big House"
Gaines at a memorial service
on April 22 for the coaching
pioneer.
“This. giant of a man
was really a big teddy bear,"
Monroe said of his former
coach and mentor, his voice
halting. “He is responsible
for so many of us, not only
during our time in school,
but in our lives afterward."
Monroe said he thought
he was prepared to handle
the passing of Gaines, who
died on April 18 at 81 from
complications from a stroke.
He realized otherwise once
he arrived in WinstonSalem.
“He taught us that no
one was better than any
other one," Monroe said.
“He gave us all the opportu-

nity to be better, not just in
sports and basketball. You
knew he was for you and you
wanted to be for him."
Gaines retired in 1993 from
historically black WinstonSalem State University after
47 seasons and 828 victories
at the NCAA Division II
school.
Former
Georgetown
coach John Thompson, the
first black coach to win the
NCAA tournament, said he
both feared and respected
Gaines.
“Big House is one of the
people who made it possible
for me to do what I've done,"
he said. "He was one of the
men who came before me
who took a lot of stuff so I
wouldn't have to. ...
“I consider him one of
the most special individuals
I have ever met in my life."
Gaines also was praised by
people with no connection to
basketball.
“Coach Gaines was an
icon, who helped raise the
profile of WSSU to national

More than 1,000 attend
ed the funeral of Hall of
Famer "Big House"
Gaines.
prominence," WSSU chan
cellor Harold Martin said.
“His contributions and
accomplishments in sport
were incredible, but the con
tributions he made to uplift
the fives of so many people
during his lifetime, I think, is
his greatest legacy," he said.
South Carolina basket
ball coach Dave Odom, who
coached at Wake Forest
University in Winston-Sa
lem, said met Gaines while
playing at Guilford College
in the 1960s.

“You will see people in
Winston-Salem this week
end who haven't passed
through in 30 years," said
Odom, who said he spoke
earlier this month with
Gaines at the Final Four in
St. Louis. “They all come
back to pay respect to the
time they spent with him."
Kentucky coach Tubby
Smith and sportscaster Billy
Packer also spoke at the
service, which ran 90 min
utes past its scheduled time,
as speaker after speaker
shared anecdotes about
Gaines.
A native of Paducah,
Ky., Gaines posted 18 20win seasons and won the
Central Intercollegiate Ath
letic Association " league
championship 11 times. His
most famous team was the
1967 Rams squad featuring
Monroe that went 31-1 and
won the Division II champi
onship.
That year, Gaines was
named national coach of the
year and Monroe, who aver
aged 41.5 points per. game,
earned player of the year
honors. “The Pearl" went on

to star in the NBA with the
New York Knicks.
Gaines was inducted
into the Naismith Memorial
Hall of Fame in 1982.
Mourners fined up to
greet Gaines' widow Clara
and other family members.
There was no casket Gaines was cremated earlier
last week - but he was pres
ent in two portraits, includ
ing one that showed him
holding a basketball.
Only four other coaches
have won more college bas
ketball games than Gaines
and their names are well
known - Dean Smith,
Adolph Rupp, Bobby Knight
and Jim Phelan.
Gaines earned his nick
name while attending Mary
land's Morgan State on a
football scholarship when
another student saw the 6foot-4, 250-pound player
and exclaimed that he was
“as big as a house."
He is survived by his
wife of 54 years, Clara; a
daughter, Lisa Gaines Mc
Donald; and a son, Clarence
Gaines Jr.

The trial of Edgar Ray Killen , accused of killing
three men during Freedom Summer ’64, is scheduled
to begin in June.

by Shelia Byrd
Associated Press Writer
PHILADELPHIA,
Miss. (AP) - The case of a
reputed Ku Klux Klansman
accused in the killings of
three civil rights workers
generates chatter on hate
group Web sites, but so far
only one self-proclaimed
white supremacist has con
tacted police about holding
a rally at the June trial.
Police Chief David Ed
wards said when it comes
to security for the June 13
trial of Edgar Ray Killen,
he'd rather err on the side
of caution.
After all, the murders

SHRIMP THE WAY IT’S
SUPPOSED TO BE...

ft

SWEET...PINK...
AND OH YES...BIG!!!

TEN JUMBO’S
ON THE DINNER $12.99
400 - 49th St South
St Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'

MARKET & RESTAURANT
'HERE THE LOCALS BUY .

Last year, the depart
ment reported a decline in
significant incidents of ter
ror in 2003 and then issued
a corrected version show
ing an increase.
The falloff had been
used by senior Bush ad
ministration officials to
bolster President Bush's
claim of success in coun
tering terrorism.
Waxman said the Bush
administration had "tried to
take self-serving political
credit" based on inaccurate
information.
"The numbers were
off," then-Secretary of
State Colin Powell ac
knowledged, saying the
problem would be fixed.
This year, the State De
partment again plans to
make public and provide
Congress by April 30 a
country-by-country assess
ment of terrorism and will
again fist organizations it
accuses of supporting ter
ror.

FOR OVER 21 YEARS

of James Chaney, Michael
Schwerner and Andrew
Goodman are among the
most notorious of the civil
rights era. The three men
were participating in
Freedom Summer 1964
and were ambushed and
killed for helping to regis
ter black people to vote.
Their deaths put an
international spotlight on
racial violence in the
South.
Edward? said at least
50 law enforcement offi
cers from several local and
state agencies will be at the
Neshoba County Court
house each day of the trial.
The event is expected
draw dozens of journal
ists from across the U.S.
and other countries, as well
as spectators who are
familiar with the case
through books and the
movie “Mississippi Burn
ing."
Edwards said Joseph J.
Harper of Cordele, Ga.,
who identified himself as
the Imperial Wizard of the
American White Knights
of the Ku Klux Kian Inc.,
sent him an e-mail a few
weeks ago asking about
available space in the
courtroom to watch the

to

proceedings.
Harper also requested
a permit to hold a rally in
Philadelphia, but hasn't
completed the form and
returned it to Edwards.
“He assured me they
wouldn't cause any prob
lems," Edwards said.
Edwards said the
American White Knights is
basically a one-man opera
tion. The AWK's Web site
solicits $5 donations to
help offset legal costs for
Killen, the 80-year-old
part-time preacher and for
mer lumber mill operator
from Union.
Killen was indicted in
January on three counts of
murder for allegedly or
chestrating the slayings in
rural Neshoba County. A
1967 federal trial /revealed
that the killings were part
of a Ku Klux Kian conspir
acy.
Mark Potok, spokes
man for the Southern
Poverty Law Center in
Montgomery, Ala., said he
would be surprised if there
was an organized march or
protest at Killen's trial.
“These guys will say
anything to get a little
press. It's another thing to
actually face the protesters
and the reporters," Potok
said. “They might get some
kind of ragtag band out
there."
Potok said he didn't
recall any such protests
during the trial of Bobby
Frank Cherry, who was
convicted in 2002 in the
bombing of the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, Ala.
Killen is back home
following a lengthy hospi
tal stay. He was hospital
ized March 10 after a tree
fell on him, shattering the
femurs in both of his
thighs.
Neshoba County Sher
iff Larry Myers said no
security will be provided
for Killen dining the trial.
“He can roll his wheel
chair right up to the defen
dant's table," Myers said.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Rwandan Native Lobbies For Darfur Aid

and Canada.
by Mary Claire Dale
They want to raise $1
Associated Press Writer
SWARTHMORE, Pa. - million for transportation
Five years ago, a shy 14- and living expenses for the
year-old girl from Rwanda African Union soldiers sent
arrived at an elite New to the region to help protect
England prep school, still villages from attacks in the
haunted by memories of western Sudanese region of
the many relatives back Darfur.
"She's really keen on
home killed in the 1994
seeing action," said Mark
genocide.
Stephanie Nyombayire Hanis, a Swarthmore sen
spoke no English, but made ior who co-founded the
clear she had a single goal: genocide project, which
to help her country. After has raised $85,000 so far.
breezing through honors "She gets frustrated when
coursework and gaining people mention Rwanda
early admission to Swarth and don't realize there's a
more College, the 18-year- similar thing happening in
old is now honoring Darfur."
Darfur has been the
Rwanda in a way she might scene of what the United
not have imagined.
The freshman is among Nations has called the
a small group of students world's worst humanitarian
An
estimated
who began a project called crisis.
the Genocide Intervention 180,000 people have died
Fund, which has drawn in the upheaval and about 2
supporters from more than million others have been
100 colleges in the U.S. displaced since the conflict

began in February 2003.
Earlier this month, Ny
ombayire traveled to Chad
to interview Sudanese
refugees for MTV's cam
pus network, marking her
first return to Africa since
she left home in 2000.
In the camps, a girl
talked to Nyombayire
about being raped at 13 and
losing her family. Smiling
children showed off color
ful drawings - of falling
bombs, of warring soldiers,
of dying parents.
"This is what they con
sider normal," she said.
"That makes it even more
sad, and even more unac
ceptable."
Nyombayire's family
returned to Rwanda in late
1994 when she was 8 years
old. She had lost more than
100 relatives when Hutu
extremist militias and sol
diers killed more than
500,000 minority Tutsis

and politically moderate
Hutus between April and
July 1994.
Her grandmother was
shot on the first day of the
genocide and her grandfa
ther escaped "only to suffer
the same fate a few days
later," she said.
Her father, a college
graduate, first found work
as a taxi driver, then at a
bank. The family sought
foreign scholarships for the
girls.
"I had my parents
telling me ... 'If you get this
education, you'll be much
better off than if you stay
here. But you're also doing
it for your country,"' she
said.
The African Union has
been touched by the stu
dent fundraising project,
said Gayle Smith, a former
Bill Clinton administration
expert on Africa who met
with AU officials on behalf
of the students."These big smiles
broke out on their faces, on
the team that manages the
mission in Darfur. They
said, 'They know about
us?’"
Nyombayire wants to
become a child psycholo
gist so she can work with
youngsters traumatized by
war.
"It is my hope that one
day I can look to the eyes
of children that I met," she
said, "and tell them that we
have heard their voices and
did not stand by and
watch."

Elian Gonzalez Thanks Americans For
Helping Him Return To Cuba------------ —
by Vanessa Arrington
Associated Press Writer
HAVANA (AP) - Elian
Gonzalez, the young Cuban
castaway whose interna
tional custody battle ended
in his dramatic seizure
from a Miami home five
years ago, addressed a
crowd of thousands last
Friday, thanking Cubans
and Americans alike for
fighting for his return to the
island.
Elian, now 11, read a
speech at a televised event
in Havana marking the fifth
anniversary of the April 22
raid in which armed U.S.
federal agents snatched him
from his Miami relatives in
the first step to getting him
back to Cuba.
“Five years ago I re
turned to my dad," he said.
"When I saw him, I be
came very happy. I could
hug him, I could see my lit
tle brother. That was the
happiest day of my life."
Though the Cuban boy
frequently appears in pub
lic alongside his father, this
is the first time he has given
an address at an event open
to the international press.
President Fidel Castro was
among thousands in the
audience and many of the
boy's remarks were sure to
please the communist
leader.
Elian was found cling
ing to an inner tube off the

music performances as well

as

Juan Miguel Gonzalez, Elian's Gonzalez's father, left,
his brother, Yanny Gonzalez, center, and Cuban
President Fidel Castro, attend a political rally on the
fifth anniversary of Gonzalez' return to Cuba, in
Havana, Cuba, Friday April 22. Elian, now 11, read a
speech at the televised event in Havana marking the
fifth anniversary of the April 22 raid* in which armed
U.S. federal agents snatched him from his Miami rel
atives in the first step to getting him back to Cuba.
AP Photo/Jorge Re

south Florida coast in
November 1999. His moth
er, Elisabeth Brotons, per
ished with 10 other adults
in a failed attempt to reach
the United States. Elian,
then 5, was one of only
three survivors.
His rescue set off a
seven-month custody battle
by the boy's relatives in
Miami, who fought to keep
the child in the United
States. The young castaway
became a cause celebre for
Miami's Cuban exiles.
The boy was reunited
with his father, Juan Mi
guel Gonzalez, in the

United States after the
armed federal raid on his
relatives' home. Father and
son returned to a hero's
welcome in Cuba the sum
mer of 2000.
Elian thanked hjs fami
ly, Castro and the Cuban
people for their , help bring
ing him home.
“I also want to thank
the support given to our
cause by the American peo
ple, which contributed
greatly to my return," he
said.
Elian's father also
spoke at Friday's event,
which included dance and

speeches

by

young

Cubans.
“I have enjoyed the
happy childhood of my
son," the father said. His
presence in Cuba “is proof
that the mafia in Miami lost
again."
Cuba’s state-run press
on Friday accused Elian's
anti-Castro relatives in
Miami of a “cruel kidnap
ping," and referred to
Elian's seizure from the
house as a rescue from “the
hands of the terrorist
Miami mafia."
One young Cuban girl
speaking Friday said she
was happy Elian has spent
these last several years on
the island, where he "has
the privilege of living in a
socialist country.
In his prepared re
marks, Elian spoke of how
he enjoys funning, jump
ing, playing and reading in
Cuba, and mentioned the
television and computer he
shares with his classmates
in Cardenas, the coastal
city east of Havana where
he fives.
“I want to thank every
one who made my dream of
being a free boy come
true," said Elian, whose
speech prompted enthusi
astic applause from the
crowd.
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Phone: (727) 322-1670

D

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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In Advance For Your Funeral

“Yes, that's right, there
is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and
have peace of mind."

727-572-4355

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, lnc.

Available
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Clearwater, FL
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The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost
more.

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind..
Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.

Don't delay...
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to learn more about
funeral planning.

1-866-309-8297

I Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
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FREE CASKETS
for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members
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This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church----------------------------"O magnify the Lord
with me. Let us exalt His
name together."

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ Pastor Clar

increase.

Atlanta, Ga. Rev. Washing

betterment of the total

Join us as we endeavor to

ton is also a pulpit servant

community.

learn more of God’s Word
and strive to be more

of God through St. Mat

He is married to the
former Nathine Johnson of
Gary, Ind. They have one

understanding

thew A.M.E. Church, Phil

Christ-like.

adelphia. Rev. Washing

•
REVIVAL
IS
HERE! Make plans to join

God’s Best vs. Christian’s Best At New
Philadelphia----------------------------------------For this Sunday of

urged to be present and on

Eastertide, sermonic focus

time for praise and wor

will be God’s Best in Jesus

ship.

best offered in response to

tions to church family for
their faithful attendance at

nounced from pulpit.
Accolades of Christian

gatherings each month.
Wednesday evening servic

will be served and will also
be focal point for homiletic

last weekend’s workshop

gratitude to church family

es are opened to the public

on “Ministry.” Verbal input

members for .their support

exhortation. Members are

and spiritual insight of

and presence at Prayer

May 4 thru Friday, May 6.

ticipation in persuasive

attend worship services

• At 7 p.m. nightly for a

speaking competitions. Si

with us at 919 - 20th St. S.,

spirit -filled, foot stomping

multaneously, he accepted

• Wednesday - Early

this first Sunday in May.

, good time in the Lord.

his calling to the Christian
Ministry while a sopho

morning prayer 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study,' 11

a.m.; Prayer Meeting, 6

Pastor William Ander

service filled with praise.

p.m.; Hour of Power Praise

son and the members, of

The "vitamins" for the day

'•

Monday

-

Bible

Study, 6 p.m.

thus far. Other members are

Christian commenda

us this week Wednesday,

clude:

requested to attend at least
one of these mid-week

Christ and a Christian’s

Mt. Zion Church family
cordially invite you to

ence A; Williams and the

Meeting and Bible Study

session. Plans for next
workshop will be an

ton’s interest in communi
cations was sparked while
in high, school through par

daughter, Keturah NatEll.
Other ministries in

members present con
tributed immensely to the

God. Holy Communion

Pentecostal Church Of God In Christ

We also invite you to all

• The Rev. Ellis Wash

our services in the upcom
ing week.

ington,
St.
Matthew
A.M.E., of Philadelphia,

more.

Our early morning ser
vice begins at 7:30 a.m.

Penn, is our quest evangel
ist.

house College as a broadr

Service, 7 p.m.

Pentecostal Temple' were

were from Ephesians 3:14-

important

cast communication major,

delighted to welcome many
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hardship of both Naomi
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he began his formal career
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p.m.

Morning Worship Service.
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Upcoming events:
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with a song of worship.
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vant heart and rewarded her

ice with the theme of

in expectancy as Mis

availability to God’s pur

accordingly.

Davis Center, 1111 - 18th

"Inner Strength" as the

sionary Maureen Thornton

pose, 3) God’s anointing

Pastor Anderson sealed

focal point noting "the

gave her initial message.

for the task, 4) willingness

the Word with prayer as the

power of Christ within you

Moving under a great

to endure hardship and 5)

Presence of God ministered

Make plans to join the

is greater than the pressure

anointing, she expounded

obedience to wise counsel.

to those around the altar.

of troubles around you."

from the book of Ruth
"Are

Ruth’s commitment to
Naomi caused the favor of

You Prepared For Your

God to rest upon her and

While attending More

ing filling the sanctuary as

pare

life-changing

as pastor of New Hope

we prepare our hearts and
minds for worship.

truths, powerful preaching

A.M.E. Church in Senoia,

and praying as we come

Ga. Meshing the paths in

Our Church School

together for revival. Come

communication has now

commences at 9:30 a.m.
We encourage you to join

expecting a blessing, and
you may leave with a dou

become a focus for Rev.
Washington. He believes a

us as we collectively learn

ble portion! This revival

message can be delivered

Avenue So. -11 a.m. to 1
p.m.

more of the Word of God

will be power packed with

together.

Women’s Ministry as we

contemporary

prayer, praise and worship
and dynamic preaching for

through the pulpit as well
as in the major media hav

worship service is at 11

life today. All roads lead to

youth. His desire is to

honor Mothers. Come and
bring that special one and

a.m. Join us as we lift high

Zion if you’re seeking to

introduce and reinforce

show thanks and apprecia

the name of Jesus in song.

be revived, renewed and

solid moral values for the

The Male Chorus will ren

restored by the power of

youth of today. With his

der songs throughout the

the Word!

acclaimed popularity

Our

for

ing an impact on today’s

in

the

tion for the many acts of
kindness shared in life.

arena of broadcasting and

Let us fellowship in
love one with one another

Come prepared to give

respect in Christian min

as we are blessed, and bless

God all glory and praise.

istry, this nontraditional
clergyman will deliver.

each Other.

Rev.
Washington
serves as vice president of

home? We extend an invita

day.

Pastor Williams will pro

claim the Word Of God at
both services as we wel
come the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. Holy Commu
nion will be observed at
both services. We are al
ways happy to receive
guests and visitors at any of

the A.M.E. preacher’s
meeting of Philadelphia
and vicinity and partici
Rev. Ellis Washington

The Rev. Ellis I. Wash

pates in numerous commu

nity activities. While serv
ing in Cartersville, he was
instrumental in persuading

The teachings of the

ington is a resident servant
of Philadelphia. He is

Word, songs of praise and

noted as “The Voice” and

the inspiring messages will

“The Communicator,” a

help you along this spiritu

former gospel radio an

King, Jr. By his selfless
efforts, he demonstrates a

al journey as your faith and

nouncer on 1380 WAOK in

true commitment ‘ to the

our services.

the city council to rename a
street in honor of Dr. M.L.

Looking for a church

tion to you to join us. We a§
a church share The Love of
God and, the Holy Spirit
reigns. We’d love to have
you!
Thought for the week:
"Character is doing the
right thing, even when no
one is looking."
Be blessed, and have a

Jesus-filled Week!

Reverend Malcolm L.
Finkley

There’s a place at Bethel
Metropolitan for your
children), whether a tot or
teen. Our Youth Ministry
invites you to learn along-

side friends and build on
the1 firm foundation of
knowing God. Join them
each Wednesday at 7 p.m.
for Teen Summit.
The Youth Ministry is
gearing up to implement
their BASE
Program
(Bethel Academic Study
and Encouragement). The
program will be in place at
the beginning of the 20052006 school year. The pro
gram will offer assistance
in Math, Science, English,
Social Studies Literature,

History, Writing, Health
and Study Skills. We
encourage the community
to become a part of this

program to help enlighten
and elevate our children
academically. Anyone in
terested in helping can call
the church office at (727)
327-0554.
The Singles Ministry is
finalizing plans for their
workshop to be held on
Saturday, May 21. The
facilitator for the workshop
is the Rev. Malcolm L.
Finkley of Oak Cliff Bible
Fellowship, Dallas Texas.
For additional information,
please call the church
office.

Brothers Vemard
and
Michael McKenny. Marcus
Childs is the percussionist.
The choir is directed by
Sister Bobbie Tampa. The
Bread of Life will be served
by our Spirit-filled pastor,
the Rev. Carlos L. Senior.
During this service, the
ordinances of Baptism and
Communion will be served.
• Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study is held on Tuesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m.
• Prayer Band is held
each Thursday morning at
11 a.m.
New Hope will cele
brate the 92nd Church
Anniversary May 9-15.
Nightly services will begin

at 7:30 p.m. with various
churches participating. The
theme chosen for the occa
sion is "A Growing Church
with Visions and Revela
tions from the Lord." Come
let us life Him up and praise
God for the many blessings
He has bestowed upon this

body of Zion.
"MISSION OF HOPE":
Love the Lord holistically
and our neighbors infinite
ly....Educate religiously...
Evangelize enthusiastical
ly... Fellowship affection
ately.

The Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased with His Blood

Please stop by...
We have clothes,
a washer & dryer,
and furniture
2901 Fifth Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg

Every
Dinner Sales
Saturday
9 a.m. until

Thank You!
•"For more info, please contact":
Sister Robertson at 421-3164
or Elder Roger at
!
1-423-314-1920
!

using the subject:

She pointed out several
factors

from

commitment

blessed

was

with

power, provision and pro
tection.

The sorrow and

Mt. Zion Progressive M.B. Church
The Pastor's Apprecia

tion

Ministry

cordially

May 24-27. Pre

begins

registration is

required.

invites you to Pastor Loins

Applications are in the

M. Murphy, Sr.’s 6th Anni

church

versary. Please come and

more

welcome.

Contact

Mt. Zion Human Ser

Scoutmaster Ellis at (727)

vices, Inc. provides after

864-3727.

school training and tutor

are

you or someone

ing services for youth ages

The

you know have a drug or

14-18 through the Youth

be a part of our week long

theme for this year is

alcohol problem? It’s time

Opportunity Center. The

celebration; Sunday, May

"Kingdom of The Son."

to make

a change and

program offers an opportu

foyer, or call for
information.

1st - Sunday, May 29, there

The Reading Enhance

will be various speakers for
both services.
Joseph Gordon, Dr.

ment and Math Improve

ment Programs are in need-

Do

to

improve

your

we can help. Call today to

nity

begin your FREE

grades, on-line practice for

Recov

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,

of volunteers. Help make

ery", Fridays, 7 p.m. at

earn your high school

Gardner C. Taylor and Rev.

a difference in the life of a

the Kings Kid’s Academy

diploma, earn your GED

Melvin Dawson will be

young person.

"Confidential

Building, 950 - 20th St. S.

and earn an opportunity to

bringiflg the message. For

For more information,

If you, a family member or

be selected to win a free

directions or more informa

please call the church at

someone you know is in

computer. For further infor

tion, please contact our

,(727) 894-4311, ext. 808.

terested in learning about,

mation,

Boy Scouts will meet

or coping with substance

George B. Smith, (727)

every Monday at 7 p.m. on

abtise; please contact A.J.

894-4311. ext. 302.

the third floor. New scouts

Murphy, (727) 481-2609.

Administrative

Office;

Vacation Bible School

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
The Hope family cor
dially invites you to worship
with us during our worship
service, or any time the
doors are opened.
Sunday School begins
at 9 a.m. The Sunday
School curriculum meets
the needs of the entire fami
ly. Bring the family and
learn more about our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Praise and Worship
begins at 10:30 a.m. with
the Mass Choir leading the
song service. Our dynamic
music team consists of
Minister Tony Young as
Minister of Music. He is
accompanied by the awe
some father and son team —

combe led us in a jubilant

(727) 894-4311;

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in the
celebration, cultivation and
communication of His
Word. The doors of God’s
House in the city swinging
on welcome hinges are
open for both the 8 and 11
a.m. services bn Sunday,
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
and Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study on Wednesday
at 7 and 7:30 p.m., respec
tively.
Bethel Metropolitan is
a warm place to grow, no
matter the season, What
ever the season, you’ll find
a place in our family.

Missionary Susie Hol

she

Blessing?"

please

contact

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
St) Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, under the
leadership of its illustrious
pastor,, the Rev. Brian K.
Brown, its official staff and
the entire family, of St.

Mark,extends to the com
munity at large its wishes
that God’s richest blessings
will be
upon
them. St, Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doc
trine that has as its central
mission, a belief that we
are a haven of hope,' help,
and healing for a world
hungering for the enlight
ened word of God.
Sermon review for
April 17:
Title of Sermon: Can
God Trust You; Apprecia
tion. Scripture Reference:
Luke 7: 36-50.'
The scripture refer
ences two individuals who

bestowed,

come into contact with
Christ, a Pharisee and a sin
ner woman who realizes
what Jesus has done for
her. The Pharisee1 is hot

appreciative; he feels that
all he is, all he has is a
result of is own efforts.
Because Of her previ
ous lifestyle, the woman in
all probability enters the
home in a non assuming
matter, attempting to draw
as tittle attention to her self
as possible; She stands
behind Jesus with a sincere
heart and ready to present a
gift. The Pharisee on the
other hand, stands in judg
ment, stating that if Christ
is who He says He is, he
would not allow this wo
man he considers unclean
to touch him.
The woman comes in
the joy of what the Lord
has done in her life while
the Pharisee comes in judg
ment of Jesus, and the wo
man comes with an appre
ciative heart. Her business
is to care for Jesus and
show her gratitude. She
gave the gift of her time she
left what she was doing to
care for the Lord.

The woman with the
alabaster box of oil gives of
her time, her talent and her
treasure. She forgets about
the crowd, realizing that it
is not about them but about
showing her gratitude and
thankfulness for her salva
tion. She showed up to
thank him for her self. Like
the woman, we are to give
the best of our service, our
sacrifice, talent and our
treasure. The question for
all of us is can god trust us
to be appreciative of all that
he has done in pur lives.
Events for April 2005:
April 29 - Monthly
business meeting.
Upcoming Events for
May 2005:
• May 8, Mother’s Day
Breakfast for Mothers of
St. Mark MBC.
• May 22, Spring
Variety Concert.
• May 23, PIZZA
Ministry.
• May 25-28, Congress
#2 (Host Church -

Southside. Tabernacle).
• May 29, Mission
Emphasis Sunday.
As part of our ongoing
ministry, we invite the pub
lic to join us in worship and
fellowship during our
weekly worship services,
which include:
• Early morning wor
ship (First Sunday Only), 7
a.m.
• Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.
• Morning Worship,
10:45 a.m.
• Baptist Training
Union, 5 p.m.
Other weekly services
include Children and Youth
Ministry meetings (Mon
days at 6 p.m.); Sunday
School Teachers’ Meeting
(Tuesdays at 7. p.m);
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study (Thursdays at
9:30 a.m.) and Prayer
Meeting and Bible Study
(Thursdays at 7 p.m.).

Give-Away At Bethel Community Baptist
On Saturday, April 30
Bethel Community Baptist
Church will be the location

clothing and household

goods.
The

give-away

is

by the Missionary Society.

scheduled from 10 a.m. -1
p.m. at 2901 - 54th Ave. S.

Receive blessings for your

For more information,

self or someone in need.

call the church office at

Among the items: food,

(727) 866-2567, or contact

for a give-away, as directed

Elder Evelyn Thompson at

(727) 866-2567.

Open Position for

Minister of Music
Hope of Glory
(727) 822-6456

Contact Name: David Allen, Jr. Pastor
Number: (727) 822-6456
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Benedict Says He Prayed Not to Be Elected
the wrong address," he

ence, Benedict apologized

said.
He asked for their sup

to the crowds for arriving

port, no matter what.

ing with religious leaders

late, explaining that a meet
who attended his inaugura

"I ask you for your

trust when I make errors or

tion Mass ran long.

when I say things that

"The Germans are used

aren't easily understood,
because the pope has to say

to punctuality," he joked.

these things: If we stick

Many people in the

"I'm already very Italian."

together, then we will find

crowd

the way."

thrilled with Benedict's
election and were surprised

In the crowd was Bene

said

they

were

to find him so warm when
he has had such a dour rep

dict's brother, Georg Rat

zinger, who also is a priest
and traveled to Rome for

utation as head of the

his younger brother's inau

Vatican's doctrinal ortho

Pope Benedict XVI, flanked by German Cardinals Joachim Meisner, left, and
Friedrich Wetter, blesses German pilgrims during an audience in the Paul VI hall
at the Vatican, Monday, April 25. Pope Benedict XVI, who is the first German
pope in centuries, received a hero's welcome from his fellow countrymen who
came to Rome to attend his installment Mass on Sunday.

guration. He received warm

doxy office.
"I was so surprised. I

when he arrived:
Benedict played to the

didn't know, he was so per

AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito

crowd, telling them: "My

kemeyer. "This is great,

realize that - in a manner of

arrived in the audience hall,

roots are in Bavaria and I'm

especially for the young."

speaking

he received a hero's wel

still Bavarian as bishop! of

Rome."

by Daniela Petroff
Associated Press Writer
VATICAN

CITY

the

guillotine

-

would fall on me -1 started

come, shaking the pilgrims'

Pope Benedict XVI said
Monday he had viewed the

to feel quite dizzy," a smil

hands and blessing a child

ing Benedict said, clearly

handed to’ him.

idea of being elected pope

as a "guillotine," arid he

joking. "I thought that I had
done my life's work and

"Benedict sent from
God!" the crowds chanted.

prayed to God during the

could now hope to live out

conclave

be

my days in peace. I told the

In German, the chant
rhymes: "Benedikt Gott

spared selection but "evi

Lord with deep conviction,

dently this time He didn't

'Don't do this to me;"'

recent

to

He recalled saying to

tional dress, toted Bavarian

God m his prayers: "You

flags and a banner for the

his election, Benedict shed

church's World Youth Day,

light on his feelings inside

have younger, better, more
enthusiastic and energetic

the conclave during an

candidates."

Speaking in his native

"Evidently, this time

He didn't listen to me,"

crowd he was looking for

Benedict said.

ward to attending, follow

tongue, Benedict told the

The former Cardinal

ing a tradition beloved by

audience that at one point

Joseph Ratzinger was elect
ed pope April 19 after four

his predecessor, Pope John
Paul II, who made reaching
out to young Catholics a
hallmark of his pontificate.

during the conclave, when

it became clear he was gar
nering many votes, a fellow
cardinal slipped him a note
reminding him what he had

rounds of balloting in 24
hours, one of the fastest
elections in a century. He
went into the conclave a

preached before the con

leading candidate, but at 78

clave about Christ calling

he was considered old to be

ism," he said. "Young peo

Peter to follow him Oven

named pope.

ple want great things?'

He

Benedict was interrupt

told

them

ST. PETERSBURG -

had hoped to spend his last

the

he

able life, noting- that it is

years living quietly and
peacefully.

seemed to enjoy the wel

difficult to choose to follow
Christ.

"As the trend in the

come from his countrymen,
smiling and chuckling oc

"He who is looking to

ballots slowly made me

casionally. When he first

be comfortable has come to

AP Photo/George Osodi

Benedict, 78, said he

ed several times by ap

church is not' a. place for

plause and cheering during

people seeking a comfort

audience,

and

congregation to survive 77
years of existence to help
further
His . kingdom
work!!! More details are
available through our web
site at www.fmbctheship
.org. We wish to celebrate
the Lord's mercy on our
congregation and church
existence this year. Come
join us!!!!! Dates and de
tails in upcoming articles.
We also making prepa
rations for the next 131st
Annual Session of the
Florida General Baptist
convention for next year to
be held in Pensacola, Fla.
For more details, please
contact Kecia Blackshear
who is oyer our Travel
Ministry or contact the
office at (727) 906-8300
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
We are looking forward to
serving the' Lord for the
event in 2006.
We also are preparing
to get ready for the 100th
Annual Session of the
National Congress of
Christian Education to be
held in Houston,Texas this
year. It promises to be a
time to remember and a
learning experience for all
.that participate. For more
details, please contact the
Christian Education de
partment at Friendship

through Gail Jenkins,Jr. at
(727) 906-8300.
We wish to thank

Pastor Evans, Sr. and First
Lady Evans, Sr. for the din
ner last Monday, April 18
in our honor for the ser
vices that we provided for
the 130th Annual Session
of the Florida General
Baptist Convention. We
again say thank for all of
our hearts and souls; at
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church. We do love
you in brotherly and sister
ly as well as spiritual
fatherly arid motherly
love!!!!! Our hats go off to
you for a job well done!!
Again, Thank you . for
experience!!!!! It will be
one for us to remember for
a long time come!!!!!
Please continue to pray
for our shut-in and sick as
well as those in the hospital

the

to

and going in for surgical
procedures.We have many
on our sick list.Won't you
visit someone this week
and make their lives a little

brighter!! We all My§T
learn to care for the sick
and the poor and in prison
for one day we may be in
the same position wanting
someone to come visit us
too!!!!!
It is good to praise the
Lord!!!!! Give God and
Jesus Christ some of yoyr
life: After all He gave His
for you!!!!!

elderly and sick.
FAST, Faith and Action

root causes of poverty and

County:

bers of local faith commu

for Strength Together,, is a
new interfaith community

nities, public officials will

organization comprised of

place Thursday, April 28

be asked for commitments

25 djvprse congregations
whose mission is to bring

from 7-9 p.m. at Holy

together diverse congrega

200 -78th Ave. NE.

In ari unprecedented gath
the

Uche Anamba reads a copy of a local newspaper out
side his shop in Onitsha, Nigeria, last Wednesday, as
news of the new pope spread. Pope Benedict XVI's
staunch conservatism has found broad support
across Africa, where many back his views oh family
values and contraception, but critics fear he may not
do enough to fight the continent's scourges of pover
ty, HIV/AIDS and religious violence.

go-

Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., first family and
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church prayerfully
invite you to worship serv
ices with us at 3300 -31st
Street South. We also invite
you to all other church
related functions during the
week.
The first worship ser
vice experience begins at
7:45 a.m. with the Voices
of
Friendship singing
songs of praise and the
First Sunday Ushers will
serve in ministry. Pastor
John A. Evans; Sr. will ren
der the message unless oth
erwise noted.
A second service is
held at 10:30 a.m. There
are plenty of seats at 7:45
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. ser
vices. Come share the
Lord's holiness with us and
see the goodness of the
Father reign with HIS chil
dren that truly are HIS
own!!!!
Sunday School begins
promptly at 9:30 a.m. with
the superintendent in
charge of devotion. Please
come and see what we
must learn to reign with
Him forever!!!!!
Hear YE! Hear YE! We
are getting ready for our
77th Church Anniversary!!
Come celebrate with us as
we usher in the presence of
the Lord for allowing our

Over 1,000 Gather To Press
Officials To Address
Voluntary Pre-K Education
And Transportation-------------

"It's not true that young
people only look at con
sumerism and material

where he did not want tb

At the start of the audi

Which is being celebrated

in August in Cologne, Ger
many. Benedict told the

audience with fellow Ger
mans.

sonable," said Annette Wil-

Geschickt."
Pilgrims, some in tradi

For the first time since

listen to me."

applause from the crowd

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church--------------------------------------

ering'of over 1,000 mem

related to pre-K education

for low income children
and transportation for the

injustice

in

Pinellas

The 'event will take

Family Catholic Church,

tions in order to address the

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818

(727)

29th Avenue No.,

898-5571 -

Fax:

St.

Petersburg

(727) 898-5581 •

33713

gwee @ emaU.com

* lOiOOam
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &

Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School...........................................................................................8:00 a.m.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Worship Service

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That A/Lakes A Difference!

a./-.

{Zfz.usLC.t'L

ung
955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

Wednesday, Bible Study

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning '11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

.

.6:30-7:00 p.m.

........................7:00-8:00 p.m.

Theme:1 “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Bapfisf Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School ,.

............. 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night

General Bible Study

Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

.............z...9:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting

www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Saiyt John Priiyitivc Baptist Church

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Church School ................................9:qq a.m
New Member Class .................'........... 9:oo A.M
Morning Worship ............................. .10:30 A.M
Prayer / Bible Study ......................Tuesday 7:00 RM
Youth Bible Study ....................... Thursday 6:00 RM

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services.

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

WHEN YOU'RE
DOWN TO
NOTHING,

Early Morning Worship ................
7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ...........11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Prayer Service .......................•. .6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ......................7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday........................ 6:30 p.m.

SOMETHING!
Rev. Rickey L. Houston

JNefcr |JhilaiL'lphta Community (Uljurch
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM. (Wed.)
Associate Pastor

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin .......................................................................... . .

. .

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, EL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

COD IS UP TO

“God’s House In The City”

Finance Ministry.............................................................

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

......................................................................................................... James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry..............................................................................................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............................................................................................................. ..................................................... ................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Pentecostal Teipple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727).550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
•
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.
“ft church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (JoJ’s kingdom”

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the markfor the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

Need a tape of a service or transportation —Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784
Sunday Worship -10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Missionary Baptist

Sunday School............................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................ll:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer...................... 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study .................7:30 p.m.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Pastor John A. Evans

Elder: Tony Smith

M
f
U7
B

C

900 ■ 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

J\

[J

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM

Tuesday
Wednesday

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 EM Prayer and Bible Study

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

Queen Street
Church Os God In
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M., - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Gtetdest Kina, ?bauiJL tiideSMGMjQMd GluVialt
20th Street
Church Of
Christ

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship................ ,.............................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..........................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............................................................. 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................................................. .-..4:30 p.m.
Communion........................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays..........................................................................7:30 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.................. 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ... . ..7:00 p.m.

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733-4542
Phone: (727) 867-6307

2120 - 19th Street South, St Petersburg, FL 33712

-

(727)896-5228

Sunday

Church Education Assembly (Church School) — 8:15 a.m.
Devotion byDeacons - 8:45 a.m. Praise & Worship - 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service -, 9:15 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study -Tuesday at '6:30 p.m.

Sunday Services:
Church School......................... 9am
Praise &.Worship Service ....10:30am

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

tde

Tuesday Services:

9vteutd — tM otden ywttul (a audkuty aeutd....

First Baptist Institutional Church
Third Avenue south
St. Petersburg, FL

3144

Prayer Service........................6:30pm
Bible Study............................. 7pm
Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

r

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

Sunday

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer"
Wednesday

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Monday. Wednesday, Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Be

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

- 11:00 a.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

Join us as we lift up the name ofJesus

PHONE: 323-7518

Morning Worship

weekJrotn church makes one weak.”

Callfor (Prayers &
‘Testimonies

"A New Beginning In Christ”
All Worship Services are held at:

Scheduled Services

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Spiritually Connected

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Schedule of Services
Church School ............9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ......... 10:46 a-mBaptist Training Union .........5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study '
Thursday............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

A ‘Woman After
(jod’s
Ou>n Heart...

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doingjustice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

(727) 906-8300

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

• 8:30 a.m. (Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

GOD ANSWERS ALL
KNEE MAIL!

Here Working Tor You!
Email Your Ad to:
smf aith @ tampabay.rr.com
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LEGAL ISSUES
Lawmaker: NFL Steroids
Policy Not Perfect-----------

Former Steelers and Bucs player Steve Courson
testified at Wednesday’s hearing, admitting to
steroid use.
the number of random offbv Howard Fendrich
season tests players can
AP Sports Writer
WASHINGTON - The face, from two to six.
They also said the lea
National Football League's
gue
and union recently
steroids policy is tough,
"but it's not perfect," the agreed to add new sub
head of a congressional stances to the list of ban
committee said Wednes ned performance enhanc
day, adding that he hopes ers; to put in writing previ
soon to introduce a bill ously agreed-tp policies to
governing drug testing test for designer steroids;
and to lower the testos
across U.S. sports.
Rep. Tom Davis, R- terone ratio threshold.
"There are numerous
Va., opened the Govern
ment Reform Committee's issues on which manage
second hearing on steroids ment and labor disagree. ...
by praising the NFL for But there is complete
being more cooperative agreement on this: Steroids
than Major League Base and other performance-en
ball was when its drug pro hancing substances have
gram was examined last no place in our game, or
anywhere in
sports,"
month.
But saying all sports Upshaw said.
■ While
boosting
leagues must "acknowl
edge that their testing pro strength, steroids can lead
grams need improvement," to heart attacks, strokes,
Davis added that he, rank cancer, sterility and mood
ing Democrat Henry Wax- swings; using most ster
man of California, and oids without a doctor's pre
Sen. John McCain, R- scription for medical pur
Ariz., are working on legis poses has been illegal since
lation to create uniform 1991.
The NFL began testing
policies for major sports.
in
1987,
added suspensions
In prepared testimony
submitted to the commit in 1989, and instituted
tee, NFL commissioner year-round random testing
Paul Tagliabue and NFL in 1990. Fifty-four players
Players Association chief have been suspended.
"The percentage of
executive Gene Upshaw
said the league is tripling NFL players who test posi

CHANGING JOBS OR
RETIRING?
Call A.G. Edwards for guidance on
how you can manage your retirement
plan assets.
Steve Allen, AAMS
Accredited Asset
Management Specialist
Financial Consultant

Woman Accused In Wendy's
Case Waives Extradition-----

tive for steroids is very
low," Waxman said. "Is this
because the policy is work
ing or is this because play
ers have figured out how to
avoid detection?"
Tagliabue and Upshaw
were among 10 witnesses
scheduled to appear, in
cluding two doctors who
supervise the NFL's test
ing, and two high school
football coaches, one of
whom suspended 10 of his
players for using steroids.
Gary Wadler, a mem
ber of the World Anti-Dop
ing Agency that oversees
Olympic drug testing and
penalties, knocked the
NFL policy for leaving out
amphetamines, and he
urged the league to adopt
blood testing to detect
Human Growth Hormone.
In contrast to the
March 17 baseball hearing,
when several active or
retired stars were subpoe
naed to testify, only one
former player was invited
Wednesday: Steve Cour
son, an offensive lineman
for the Pittsburgh Steelers
and Tampa Bay Bucca
neers from 1978-85. He
has
admitted
using
steroids.
"We will never —
because of both institution
al and individual denial —
know ... the extent of ste
roid use in football," Cour
son told the committee.
Baseball banned ster
oids in September 2002
and instituted mandatory
10-day suspensions this
season. The National Hoc
key League does not test
players for performance
enhancing drugs, while
first-time offenders are
suspended for five games
in the National Basketball
Association.
In the NFL, a first pos
itive test draws a fourgame ban — a quarter of
the season — and a second
gets a six-game suspen
sion. Only two players
failed tests twice, and they
both retired.
"It's a policy with
tough penalties that's get
ting tougher all the time.
But it's not perfect, and
that's one of the reasons
we're here today," Davis
said. "The NFL's testing
program has come under
heightened scrutiny in
recent weeks."
He mentioned a CBS
report that a South Caro
lina doctor wrote steroid
prescriptions for three
Carolina Panthers in 2003.

Serving all of greater St.Petersburg
727/550-2222 ext.151

Police try to find origin offinger found in chili
LAS VEGAS, Nevada
(AP) - The woman who
was arrested after claiming
she bit into a human finger
in a bowl of Wendy's chili
waived extradition Tues
day, telling a judge she was
eager to return to Cali
fornia to face charges.
Anna Ayala, 39, ap
peared before the same
judge who issued a warrant
for police to search her
home outside Las Vegas on
April 6. Records from that
raid are sealed.
Outside court, Ayala's
lawyer, Frederick Tait
Ehler of San Jose, derided
charges against his client
as baseless.
"Anna says they're
ridiculous," Ehler said of
the charges of attempted
grand larceny. "She's eager
to go back to San Jose."
Ayala was arrested late
last Thursday, and San Jose
police on April 22 called
her claim a hoax. Author
ities said the attempted
grand theft charge relates
to millions in dollars of
financial losses WeAdy's
has suffered since news
broke of her claim.
Ayala maintains she bit
down on a 11/2 inch-long
finger fragment while din
ing March 22 with her fam
ily at a Wendy's in San
Jose. She has denied plac
ing the digit in her bowl.
She hired a lawyer and
filed a claim against the
franchise owner, but drop
ped the legal fight shortly
after police searched her
home.
Ayala, who has main
tained her innocence, faces
a maximum seven-year
sentence if convicted of the
larceny charges, and at
least another 16 months if
convicted of unrelated
charges that she allegedly
bilked a woman $11,000

Total Perfection
321-5545

L'orkel's Hair Design
327-3354
Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

over a soured real estate
deal two years ago.
Ayala has been in
volved in nearly a dozen
legal battles, including a
sexual harassment suit
against an employer, an
auto dealer over a car and
even another fast-food
chain for food poisoning.
Authorities have not
yet identified who the fin
ger belonged to or Ayala's
connection to it.
A person with knowl
edge about the case who
spoke on condition of
anonymity said the finger
charge stemmed from San
Jose police interviews with
people who said Ayala
described putting a finger

in the chili, statements bol
stered by authorities an
nouncing last week that it
did not appear the finger
had been simmering in
chili.
The company main
tains that the finger did not
enter the food chain in its
ingredients. Employees at
the San Jose franchise have
all their fingers, and no
suppliers of Wendy's ingre
dients reported any hand or
finger injuries, the compa
ny said.
Wendy's, based at
Dublin, Ohio, is offering
$100,000 for information
leading to the origin of the
finger.

Rwandan first person deported under 1990 law
WASHINGTON (AP)
— A man suspected in
Rwanda's 1994 genocide
has been deported and was
handed over to authorities
in the African nation on
Monday.
U.S. immigration offi
cials said Enos Iragaba
Kagaba, 50, was the first
person deported under a
1990 U.S. law that says
participation in genocide
makes a person ineligible
to enter the United States.
"The United States will

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

Carla's Hair Affair
321-6802
Today's Hair
323-9445
Angela's Hair Safari
323-4840
C & C Hair Design
447-3090

(AP Photo/Joe Cavaretta)

U.S. Deports Genocide
Suspect----- ---------------—

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

Anna Ayala, left, answers the judge as her attor
ney Lew Brandon, right, looks on as she appears
in Justice Court in Las Vegas at the Clark
County Courthouse, Tuesday, April 26. Ayala who
claimed she found a human finger in a bowl of
. Wendy's chili in San Jose, Calif., faces attempted
grand theft charges, yet where that finger origi
nated is apparently still a mystery. Ayala waived
extradition to California.

Za-Lavar's
321-1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
A Precious Touch
321-8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

not be a safe haven for
human rights abusers," said
Mona M. Ragheb, chief of
human rights division of
U.S. Immigration and Cus
toms Enforcement, an arm
of the Homeland Security
Department. "Those who
persecute others have no
right to seek protection in
the United States." *
Witnesses at immigra
tion hearings for Kagaba
said he participated in the
April 16,1994, massacre at
a Rwandan church, where
up to 8,000 Tutsis were
killed. The church slaugh
ter was among numerous
massacres across the coun
try in which an estimated

800,000 ethnic Tutsis and
politically moderate Hutus
were killed during a threemonth period starting in
early April.
The ethnic cleansing,
orchestrated by extremist
Hutus then in power, was
later declared genocide by
the United Nations.
Kagaba was arrested in
December 2001 for trying
to enter the United States
without valid immigration
documents and misrepre
senting his identity at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul In
ternational Airport.
At immigration hear
ings to determine whether
he could remain .in the

STOP!
Don't lose another minute of sleep.

I Buy Houses FA$T, Any Price, Any Condition
I pay cash and close in 3 days.

Call today and get cash in less than a week.

1-877-275-5060 ext 2200 24 hour toll free line

If you are paying more than 1.9% on your mortgage

get this FREE Report
on refinancing with an interest only loan.
You can take cash out and save hundreds of dollars.

1-877-275-5060 ext 3200 24hour toll free line
www.florida-property-group.com

GM Recalling More
Than 2 Million
Vehicles---------------by Ken Thomas
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON
General Motors Corp, said
Monday it is recalling
more than 2 million vehi
cles, including nearly 1.5
million sport utility vans
and pickup trucks that
have seat belt design prob
lems.
The recall represented
the latest challenge for the
world's largest automaker,
which last week reported
$1.1 billion in losses in the
first quarter, its largest
quarterly loss in more than
a decade.
GM has cited the
financial burdens of pro
viding health coverage for
its workers and retirees
amid lackluster car sales.
Sales of the automaker's
popular SUVs and large
trucks have been off, in
part because of high gas
prices.
The company said
there were only a few
minor injuries associated
with the six separate
recalls and said owners
would be formally notified
of the problems by mail in
the coming weeks.
Among the vehicles
affected, the company was
recalling 1.48 million
SUVs and pickups from
the 2003-2005 model
years, including the Chev
rolet Silverado Crew Cab,
Suburban, Tahoe, Ava
lanche; Cadillac Escalade,
Escalade ESV, Escalade
EXT, GMC Sierra Crew
Cab, Yukon XL, Yukon,
and the Hummer H2s.
GM spokesman Alan
Adler said the center safe
ty belt in the second row of
the SUVs and pickups,
typically used for child
seats, was riding high on
the occupant's stomach or
abdomen. He said there
could be a reduced protec
tion in that portion of the
body in the event of a
crash.
Adler said there have
been no crashes or injuries
connected to the problem.
"We want people, if they

have a safety recall, we
want them to get it fixed,"
Adler said.
The company also
announced recalls for the
following vehicles;
• More than 330,000
1500 Series Chevrolet
Suburban and Yukon XL
from the 2000-2001 model
years for potential over
heating of fuel pump wires
that could lead to engine
stalling. There were no
known crashes or injuries
related to the problem.
• More than 142,000
1500 Series Chevrolet
Silverado and GMC Sierra
pickups from the 19992002 model years and
2500/3500 Series pickups
from the 2001-2004 model
years with manual trans
missions for parking brake
friction. Adler said there
were 26 crashes and 1
minor injury connected to
the problem.
• More than 69,000
Buick Lacrosse and Buick
Allure 2005 models from
Canada for a bent clip that
holds part of the brake. If
the clip comes off, it
would lead to brake loss
and a crash, Adler said.
There has been one minor
crash from the issue.
• More .than 39,000
Buick Rendezvous and
Pontiac Azteks from the
2004 model year for inter
mittent stalling or failure
to start because of a faulty
ignition relay. GM said it
was aware of one minor
crash but no injuries.
• More than 22,000
Saturn L Series Wagons
from the 2002-2004 model
,year because they were
built with a center and pas
senger side rear seat belt
anchors that do not com
ply with U.S. and Cana
dian safety standards.
The company said the
problems will be corrected
for free.
In midday trading
Monday, GM shares were
down 52 cents, or 1.94
percent, to $26.22 on the
New York Stock Ex
change.

United States, six Rwan
dan witnesses testified that
Kagaba participated in the
massacre at the SeventhDay Adventist complex in
Kibuye, Rwanda. Between
5,000 and 8,000 Tutsis
were killed there, and the
church pastor, Elizaphan
Ntakirutimana, and his
doctor son, Gerard Ntakirutimana, were found
guilty of genocide by a
U.N. International Crimi
nal Tribunal.
Immigration spokes
man Tim Counts said it
was unclear whether Kag
aba is a Hutu or a Tutsi,
and that the issue of his
ethnicity resulted in a "con
siderable amount of con
troversy" at his immigra
tion hearings, held between
January 2002 and February
2003.
Kagaba's deportation
.was upheld in September
by an immigration appeals

court in Virginia, and the
8th U.S. Circuit Court -of
Appeals in November de
nied his request to have his
case reviewed. Kagaba was
deported Wednesday from
Minnesota, where he has
been held since his arrest,
and arrived in Rwanda
around 7 a.m. Monday,
officials said.
Homeland Security in
vestigators are tracking
more than 900 cases in
volving human rights vio
lators from 60 counties
who now live in the United
States.
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

GOD
BLESS
AMERI
CA!

The Hospice

Your Neighborhooc I
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Lif e*Health*Dental«Vis ion
D isability«Commerci al
L ability & Bonds Als50

s

_____________

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession!!

r

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

(FL License Required)
&HHA./CNAs

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HAVE A
GREAT DAY!

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

5-20-21

SEND YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TO:

34-39-50

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

CASH 3
436 715 900

■2^

823
162 534 793

THEN YOU SEE THE POWER Of COMMUNITY COALITIONS.

DIAL 2-1-1

They help community groups - like the PTA*. your church, dubs, even
your employer • organize resources and focus them where they’re

8-1
2-6

2-7
8-4

5-4
6-3

needed most. Especially fighting to keep kids away from drugs. If

you’re in a community group, ask if you can do more by teaming
up with a community coalition. It’s really simple, just go to

www.helpyourcttmmunity.org or call 1-877-KI0S-313 to
contact a community coalition in your area. They’ll tell you exactly
how your group can help. You'll be surprised at what you have to
offer. And how much you can accomplish.

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD THE HUMAN RACE

YOU

GET

MORE

WHEN

YOU

GET TOGETHER

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour

program that provides information & refer
rals on local health/human services, volun
teer opportunities, donation referrals, and
crisis intervention/problem-solving coun
seling for individuals. Cell phone users

Office of Notional Drug Coahol Policy

must dial (727) 562-1542.

’

The

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Entertainment should include sports
events or physical activities. Keep the promises you've made or
you can expect to be in the doghouse. Your mate could get on
your nerves if he or she backs you'into an emotional comer or
puts restrictions on your time. Don't try to get even without hav
ing all the facts.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Secret love affairs may be enticing;
however, you must be prepared for the restraints that will follow.

It might be best to spend time fixing up your premises and mak
ing change^ that will be appreciated. Help those incapable of tak
ing care of their personal affairs. Voice your opinions and con
tribute to the de bate.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Be careful that you don't spend too
much time with a person belonging to someone else. Do not bor
row or lend money or belongings to friends or relatives if you
wish to avoid any hassles. Be willing to listen, but don't be
fooled. Past partners are likely to reappear.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Older members of your family may
try to take advantage of you. There'll be difficulties if you spend
too much. Your emotional stability may influence the changes
taking place in your personal life. Avoid overloading your plate.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Think be fore you act. Unforeseen cir
cumstances will disrupt your daily routine. You will attract mem
bers of the opposite sex readily. Try to keep your opinions to
yourself. Check into art objects or precious stones. You can do
well in group endeavors.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Travel will stimulate your need to
experience exciting new things. You might find group functions
tiring. Romance may be likely if you travel. You can come up
with solutions to the problems responsible for inefficiencies at

Weekly

Challenger

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

2500 M. L. King St. S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

The Runaway Hotline:

Subscription Cost:

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

Family Resources

Counseling:

(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

$15.00 - 6 Months

(or)

$30-Yearly

Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone #:

New Subscription:___ (or)

Renewal:___

work.

LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Be careful not to confuse issues when
discussing the matters at hand. Try to visit friends or relatives
you don't get to see often. You should make special plans for you
and your lover. It might be best not to spend your money on lux
uries this week.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Look into family outings or proj
ects. Children may be less than honest with you. This could be a
serious relationship. You may have a problem at work with a
female co-worker.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) You need more time to think
this whole situation through. You will find that unfinished proj
ects at home will be most satisfying. You can get ready to cele
brate your new direction. Romantic encounters are evident
through travel or educational pursuits.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) You could find yourself hav
ing problems with coworkers and employers. You will find that
superiors may not see situations as you do. Try to find another
time to present work or ideas this week. You can meet someone
who will become very dear to you if you get out and socialize.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Equilibrium in your romantic life
is likely if you treat your partner well. Travel and communication
will be lucrative for you. Hidden assets can be doubled if you
play your cards correctly. Be sure to question any detail that you
feel could leave you in a precarious position at a later date.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Be prepared to neutralize any threats.
Avoid getting too close to coworkers or employers. Try not to
overspend on luxury items. Don't let your emotions interfere with

r

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Vi]

Date Paid:

Cash

Check #

Amount Paid: $
Comments:

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weeklv Challenger
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YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations To The Bay City
Kings!--------------------------------------------

We Wish Her Luck!

Local resident Stepha
nie Williams, 14, of the
Gibbs BETA program is all
set to attend the Cities of
America National Com
petition in Orlando, Fla.,
this December.

As winner of the Na
tionals’ Miss Jr. Teen
Tampa/St. Petersburg title
in February, Wililams will
compete with contestants
from at least 40 cities, for
over $60,000 in scholar

ships, awards and prizes.
The competition is
based upon modeling rou
tines, personality and inter
viewing competitions. She
is the daughter of proud
parents Clyde and Faith

Williams.
To learn more about
the Cities of America
National
Competition,
please contact Patty Neidert, pageant coordinator at
1(800) 569-2487.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER BY
SUPPORTING OUR ADVERTISERS!

It came down to the
last few seconds, but our
local Bay City Kings 9 and
under team defeated the
Orlando Hoopsters to win
the champsionship game
this past Sunday in Or
lando.
Under the coaching of
Barry Brown Sr. and

Anthony "Square" Law
rence, the team includes:
Craig Bowman (3), Barry
Brown Jr. (5), Zoran Kupusovic (4), L’Dre Barnes
(2) Anthony Lawrence Jr.
(31), Dayon Griffin (15),
Keon Gray (24), Logan
McNeil (45), Rashaad
Browning (23) and Cody

Carden (21).
The next tournament is
scheduled to take place this
weekend at the Auburndale
Hoopfest. Support the
Kings as they try to raisemoney for the 9 and under
Amateur Athletic Union
(AAU) and Youth Basket
ball of America (YBOA)

nationals! To make a chari
table donation, please send
checks to: The Bay City
Kings Basketball Club,
1501 23rd. Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.
For more information
about the Kings, please
visit www.bckingsbasketball.com.

VIBRANT, COLORFUL AND ALWAYS FRESH. JUST LIKE YOU.

Who needs a special occasion to enjoy a mixed bouquet that’s
not only beautiful but, with proper care, guaranteed to stay

fresh for seven days? To make sure only the best fills your vase,
the flowers in Publix Premium Bouquets have more growing

room. This produces more buds and bigger blooms in seasonal

colors vibrant enough to brighten any room, occasion or day.
Just like you.

www.publix.com
©2005 Publix Asset Management Company

Publix

IT'S BEEN OUR PLEASURE.

